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OL. XII AIR CORPS NEWS NO. 16 


Information Division a WManitions Suildinge 


——— svelte 





The chief yurpose of this »ublication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
Guarc, and others connected with aviation. 

---000--- 


EXTRACTS FROM ANNUAL REPORT OF TEX CHIEF OF AIR CORPS, FISCAL YEAR 1928. 


Organization, Station and Personnel 





The close of the fiscal year 1928 has seen the completion of the first in- 
crement of the Five-Year Expansion Program for the Army Air Corns as authorized 
by the Act of Congress, ayproved July 2, 1926. With only a few changes, the 
revised program of July 1, 1927, has been carried out. 

No changes have been necessary in the basic organization of the Office of 
the Chief of the Air Corps to allow for the increased activities. 

The cormissioned personnel situation in the Air Corps has changed very 
little during the past fiscal year. The prospects for the betterment of the com 
missioned situation during the coming year are bright, provided vacancies are 
available in the Army which will allow a larger number of graduates of the fly- 
ing school to be commissioned in the Air Corps. Seventy-six graduates of the 
Military Academy, West Point, class of 1926, have been detailed to the Air Corps. 
Due to the increased interest in aviation which has developed during the past 
year, the educational qualifications of the cadets being sent to the primary 
flying school have greatly increased. Apnroximately 70% of the cadets entering 
the July lst classes at the primary flying schools are college graduates and 
upon graduation should offer excellent officer material for the Air Corps. The 
problem of increasing the commissioned personnel of the Air Corps is not one of 
producing flying personnel but of providing sufficient appropriations to allow 
graduates of the Air Corps Advanced Flying School to be immediately commissioned 
as Second Lieutenants in the Regular Army upon graduation or placed upon active 
duty as Reserve Officers, subject only, in so far as numbers are concerned, to 
the limitations fixec by the annual increments set forth July 24, 1927. 

The number of aeronautical ratings in the commissioned personnel during the 
year was increased from 896 to 966, a net gain of 70. 

The amount of flying pay apnronriated for the fiscal year 1928 was consi- 
derably increased due to the expansion provided in the first increment and the 
sum of $400,000. was available. Practically this entire sum was expended during 
the year for the flying pay of enlisted men on duty at regular activities and 
for sergeant instructors of the National Guard and the Organized Reserve. The 
restriction heretofore placed in the law which limited the mumber of men on 
flying duty was removed. An effort has been made for several years past to 
remove this restriction and as a result the money for this pursose was allotted 
to Commanding Officers so that they could place the mumber of men desired on 
flying duty with the money thus furnished. With the increased funds allowed, 
the allotments to all activities were increased accordingly. 

As in the past year, the number of enlisted pilots has steadily decreased 
due, primarily, to the fact that increased commercial flying activities have 
made it possible for these men to secure better pay in civil life or in esther 
government aviation agencies. If the Air Corps is to retain its small number of 
enlisted pilots, it is believed that suitable grades should be set aside for the 
exclusive use of men so rated or that a separate and distinct grade be secured. 
It is considered that all enlisted pilots should at least be in the first three 
noncommissioned grades and that they should not necessarily be carried, as at 
present, on the Tables of Organization. ' 

Every effort mist be made to accord flying cadets a status commensurate 
with their responsibility as potential officers, and the new uniform is one stey 
in this direction. 
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The flying cadet is today legally an enlisted man and as such suffers from 
certain disadvantages which can only be removed by legislation. A study is be- 
ing made of the flying cadet status with a view to forwarding recommendations 
on this subject. 

During the year, an exceedingly large number of requests for information 
concerning flying cadets training was received. The number of applications 
for flying cadet appointment submitted was greatly in excess of the number sub- 
mitted during the previous year. A total of 3,833 applicants against 1063 for 
last year were authorized to take the examination for flying cadet appointment, 
A large number of applications were returned to the applicants disapproved for 
failure to meet the prescribed requirements. 

Three examinations were held during the year with results as follows: 





Date of Total Failed to 
Examination Authorized Qualified Disqualified Report 
Aug.14, 1927 1,336 139 618 579 
Dec .13,1927 1,208 137 662 409 
Apr.10, 1928 1,239 230 782 277 


At the present time there are 136 eligibles on the list for promotion to 
Master Sergeant. It is expected that about 50 names will be added to this list 
shortly after July lst as a result of examinations held in April. 

Promotion to the grade of Technical Sergeant is particularly slow when 
it is considered that the Air Corps has nearly a thousand authorized Staff 
Sergeants. There are now about 350 eligible: candidates on the list for promo- 
tion to this grade and about 150 names will be added shortly after July lst 
as a result of the examinations held in April. 

The Air Corps Act, approved July 2, 1926, provides for the extended active 
duty of Air Corps Reserve Officers and funds were allotted for the active duty 
during the first increment of 110 officers during the fiscal year 1928. 

A total of 95 qualified pilots were ordered to one year's active duty with 
the various Air Corps Tactical Units specified by the five year procurement 
tables. Of this number, 39 were appointed in the Regular Army, 2 were killed, 

1 relieved on account of physical disability, 1 discharged and 15 returned to 
inactive status to: accept positions with the Department of Commerce or civilian 
flying concerns. Forty-one non-flying reserve officers who graduated from Air 
Corps ROTC units during June, 1927, were ordered to the flying schools on July 1, 
1927, for one year active duty and flying training. Nineteen were relieved prior 
to July 15, 1927, because of their physical disqualification and 10 were relieved 
during the course on account of their lack of inherent flying ability. 

The great volume and high quality of work performed by Flight Surgeons 
in the field, both in conducting the physical examinations for flying and in 
other professional work peculiar to flight surgeons, is outstanding. The follow- 
ing tabular statement serves as an index to the volume of this work which has 
steadily increased since 1921 and continues to increase commensurately with the 
expansion of tne Air Corps under its Five-Year Program: 


Physical Personnel on Duty in Office, Chief Total Flight Sur- 
Year Examinations of the Air Corps geons with Air Corps 
__ Flight Surgeons M.A.C. Civilians 








1921 2,837 2 1 3 45 
1922 4,188 2 1 3 45 
1923 5,051 2 0 3 48 
1924 5,546 2 0 3 50 
1925 6,628 2 Oo: 3 50 
1926 6,553 2 0 3 47 
1927 6,491 2 0 3 52 
1928 9,612 (to May 31)2 0 3 58 


- 406 - . V-5847,A.C. 








om 


st 


O~ 


ve 


th 


an 


ri, 
rior 
ved 





From the foregoing figures, it will be seen that the work required of 
Flight Surgeons has more than trebled since 1921, whereas the number of the 
personnel engaged in its performance has not been materially increased, a fact 
which reflects credit on the small corps of Flight Surgeons and merits 
consideration by higher authority. 


It will be noted that the number of Flight Surgeons and civilian clerks 
on duty in the Medical Section of this office is the same as prior to the 
beginning of expansion of the Air Corps, while the volume of work perfromed in 
this office has increased 50% within the fiscal year. It has been and still is 
impracticable to detach a Flight Surgeon from any Air Corps station for assign- 
ment to duty in this office, since to do so would unduly deplete the station 
whence such officer was withdrawn, 


Considering the volume and essential importance of the work performed by 
Flight Surgeons on duty with the Air Corps the number of these Medical Officers 
so assigned is totally inadequate and, except for additional help which has 
been afforded from time to time by Flight Surgeons ordered to temporary duty to 
assist in conducting the physical examinations of applicants for appointment as 
Flying Cadets by Boards at various stations, these physical examinations could 
not have been handled. Even with such additional cxaminers, there has been great 
difficulty experienced at all Air Corps stations in conducting the cadet examin- 
ations. Additional medical examiners are only available for a few days temporary 
duty in connection with the Cadet Boards and serve to make these examinations 
possible but the great bulk of the work by Flight Surgeons on duty with the Air 
Corps is performed without any outside assistance. 


The total number of physical examinations for flying during the period July 
1, 1927, to May 31, 1928, exceeds the total for the preceding fiscal year by 
3,121, or approximately 50%. It is estimated that, with the additional physical 
examinations made during June, the total for the fiscal year will number about 
10,000. 


The Visual Inspection System mentioned in the last annual report was applied 
to the 731 Air Corps airplanes to which the system had not been previously 
applied so that this system is now in full use at all Air Corps activities. 
Standard sets of tools and equipment, the provision of which forms part of the 
Visual Inspection System, were issued for all airplanes. Thirty-seven station 
inspections were performed to promote proper functioning of the system. 


The rate per thousand flying hours of accidents due to engine trouble 
(power plant) was reduced during the year to one-third of the average rate which 
prevailed during two previous years. These accident rates indicate that sixty- 
three crashes from engine troubles were prevented by new methods and equipment. 


Aircraft accident records for several previous years were analyzed and 
facts indicating probability of further substantial reductions in accident rates 
were established. A system was initiated whereby ail forced landings are 
reported and data compiled therefrom to indicate needed changes in aircraft 
construction and operation. By joint action of the National Advisory Committee 
for Aeronautics, the Air Corps, the Bureau of Aeronautics and the Aeronautics 
Branch of the Department of Commerce, a standard system for classifying accident 
Causes and compiling data was devised, which will make comparable the statistics 
relating to all activities using the system. It has been found that most 
accidents are due to one or another of a few well defined causes and, by taking 
data from all activities comparable, the relative importance of the causes and 
the remedies needed may be determined with greater accuracy. 


OPERATIONS AND TRAINING 


In October, 1927, there was assigned to the Signal Corps Aircraft Radio 
Laboratory at the Materiel Division, Wright Field, a three-motored, transport 
type C-2 airplane. This plane, which was equipped as a laboratory and which 
Was used in connection with research on aircraft radio problems while in the air. 
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has made it possible to investigate problems and conduct tests heretofore not 
possible, and has contributed more than any other single thing toward overcoming 
difficulties encountered in this line of work. The important investigations 
carried out were in connection with radio beacons, high frequency transmitters 
and receivers, transmission phenomena, double voltage generators and capacity 
altimeters,. 


The airplane equipped as a radio laboratory has also been equipped with 
special instruments for the purpose of carrying out research on problems in 
aerial navigation. 


Daring the Fiscal Year 1928 the Air Corps Sinkaiandaunt approximately 
35,000 sq. mi. of areas in various parts of the United States for the War 
Department and various Federal Agencies. 


The major portion of this work was accomplished for the following 
Government Departments: 


RS ge a se ee SY acae se 0 a RRO eee. 
Geological Survey. . . + ee = ae es 
Engineers Corps, Rivers & Harbors. oa sw Be ea. 
Coast and Geodetic Survey. ......... &,500 sq.mi. 
International Water Commission . ..:.... . 5,000 sq.mi. 
International Boundary Commission. ... .. 2,000 sq.mi. 


As in previous years, the surveys for the Geological Survey were carried 
out by two Independent Mapping Units whose organization was approved by the 
War Department. 


During a four months! period the unit from Scott Field photographed 
approximately 5,000 8q.mi. in northern Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont and 
the unit from Chanute Field photographed about 4,500 sq.mi. cf areas in the 
western and central portions of Illinois. Based on data furnished by the 
Geological Survey on the gross savings of aerial surveys over ground surveys, 
it is estimated that thewe two units accomplished a saving to the Government 
of clese to $100, 000 in their four months! operations. 


The Air Corps organization at Fort Sam Houston has about completed the 
photographing of a considerable portion of the course of the Rio Grande. This 
work is being done for the International Water Commission in connection with 
the rectification of the Rio Grande and the stabilization of the boundary line 
between the United States and Mexico and for use in a study of the distributior 
of the waters of the Rio Grande. 





Courses of Instruction at Air Corps Special Service Schools 
Fiscal Year 1328 








School : Course : Students :___ Duration _, 
Wright : Aero Engineering : *R.A. Officers : 12 mos. 
Langley : Tadtical R.A. Officers 9 mos. 
: : %*N.G. & Res.0fficers : 4 mos. 
Brooks ; Primary Flying All student pilots ' 8 mos. 
March Primary Flying ; All student pilots : 8 mos. 
Kelly : Advanced Flying All student pilots. : 4 mos. 
Scott ; Balloons & Airships All student pilots. : 12 wos. 


N.G. & Res. Officers: 5 mos. 
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Chanute .: Armament ’ ': *RVA. Officers : 5 mos. 
: Communications : *R.A, Officers :. 9-mos. 
> Photography : *R.A, Officers : 9S mos. 
: Maintenance Engineering : *R.A, Officers : 6 mos. 
: Armament : N.G. & Res. Officers. : 3 mos. 
: Communications > *"N.G. & Res. Officers : 3.mos. 
: Photography : =N.G. & Res. Officers : 3 mos. 
: Maintenance Engineering : *N.G. & Res. Officers : 3 mos. 
: Airplane Mechanics : R.A. Enlisted Spec. : 24 weeks 
: Aircraft Armorers : R.A. Enlisted Spec. : 24 weeks 
: Crew Chiefs Course : R.A. Enlisted Spec. : 24 weeks 
: Engine Mechanics : R.A, Enlisted Spec. : 24 weeks 
: Gen.Mechanics, Aircraft : : 

: Welders : R.A. Enlisted Spec. : 32 weeks 
: Parachute Riggers : R.A, Enlisted Spec. 6 weeks 
: Photcgraphy : R.A. .Enlisted Spec. : 24 weeks 
: Radio Mechanics and : : 
Operators R.A. Enlisted Spec. : 28 weeks 


*Inactive during year. | 











The National Guard. The approved tables of equipment for National Guard 
observation squadrons authorize the issue to each squadron of three standard 
service observation airplanes and five training airplanes. The issue of all 
standard observation planes was completed during the Fiscal Year. The Chief of 
the Militia Bureau has funds available and the Air Corps expects to procure 
sufficient additional training airplanes early in the Fiscal Year 1929 to 
complete the issue of five secondary planes to each squadron. 





Despite the temporary shortage of equipment which resulted from the 
necessary Climination on September 1, 1927, of 104 wooden JN type airplanes in 
the National Guard, its training progress has been remarkably satisfactory. All 
auxiliary equipment, including radio, necessary to fully equip the three obser- 
vation airplanes has been issued each squadron and their training programs for 
the summer of 1928 call for the performance, in cooperation with the other 


troeps of their respective divisions, of practically all the missions common to 
the role of division aviation. 


The Organized Reserves. The training of Air Corps Reserve Officers has 
been encouraged in accordance with an established policy. 





In the last annual report reference was made to the rapid deterioration 
of the war-built JN training planes. The majority of planes used for reserve 
training was of this type, and it was necessary to withdraw them from use and 
salvage them on September 1, 1927. As only a limited number of PT training 
planes were available for replacement, the elimination of the JN planes caused 
a tremendous reduction in flying facilities ~ leaving some reserve stations 
Without a single airplane. Strenuous efforts have been made to provide as many 
PT planes for reserve training as is possible and a number have been assigned 
to reserve stations. In the next six months it is expected to have adequate 
flying facilities available for the needs of the Air Corps Reserve. 


Attention was also called in the last annual report to the large number 
of officers of the Air Corps Reserve who could no lohger be considered flying 
officers. There has been a very large reduction in the number of flying 
reserve officers due to the increasing pressure of business matters and failures 
to pass the physical exeminations. As a result of these causes, there are today 
less than 700 reserve officers capable of flying with the tactidal units without 
further tactical training at a school, though there are over 8 ,000 reserve 


cfficers with aeronautical ratings. 
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For some years a study has been in progress with a view to organizing the 
Reserve Corps on a sounder basis. As a result of this study, recommendation was 
made that the flying officers of the Air Corps Reserve be classified according 
to their flying proficiency and this was approved by the War Department. 

It is believed that this classification of the flying reserve officers into 
groups according to their flying proficiency is of far reaching importance. It 
will enable an accurate estimate of tho exact degree of readiness of the Air 
Corps Reserve at all times and it will afford a sound basis for compiling the es- 
timates for funds required for airplanes, reserve airdromes and other flying 
facilities. 

The morale and es»orit de corns of the Air Corps Reserve is remarkably high, 
considering the many adverse factors, such as lack of adequate flying facilities 
with which the individual reserve officer is confronted. 

: _ Materiel 

The Matericl Division, Air Corns, has functioned under essentially the same 
organization since its establishment in 1926. ‘that changes have been made since 
that time were in the nature of administration economies in furthering consolida- 
tion of activities as facilities at the new Vright Field became available. 

The present orranization cormrises the Headquarters and enginecring estab- 
lishment at Wright Field, six Air Devots, four Procurement Inspection Districts 
and six Procurement Planning Offices under Industrial War Plans. 

There are 128.military officers and apnroximately 3,000 civilians engaged 
in carrying out the various activities of the Division and commonent agencies 
under its jurisdiction, 

The activities of tho Materiel Division are carried on by six sections,- 
Exnerimental inzineering,, Procurement, Repair and Maintenance, Industrial War 


Plans, Field Service and Administration. he functions of each of these section 
were outlineu in the last annual report. 
---000--- 


“GRADUATION EXERCISES OF ADVANCED FLYING SCEOOL 


Graduation exercises for the July-November, 1928, Class of the Air Corps 
Advanced Flyins School, Kelly Field, Texas, wore held on October 26th. at 1:30 
p-m., an aerial review, in which all students participated, was held, the stu- 
dents flying the type of airplane in which they specialized. At 3:00 p.m. the 
Certificates of Graduation were awarded in the Aviation Club. The program was 
as follows: 


Invocation - - ---------- - - Chaplain T.A. Harkins 

Introductory Remarks - - - - - - - - - Brig. General Frank P. Lahn 
Commanding; General, Air Corps Training Center 

Address - -- ----- ------- Bris. General Frank Parker, G.S. 
Assistant Chief of Staff, G3é, War Denartment 

Avarding of Certificates of Graduation - - - General Parker 

Awarding of Reserve Commissions to Flyins Cadets -- - - General Lahm 

Awerding of Wings - - ---------- - Major Clarence L. Tinker,A.C. 

Benediction - -------------- - Chaplain T.A. Harkins 


The following students were awarded Certificates of Graduation: 
lst Lt. Joseph Smith, A.C., Cav. 
end Lt. Marvin M. Burnside,A.C., Cav. 
end Lt. John C. Crosthwaite,A.C., Cav. 
ena Lt. James D. Curtis, A.C., Cav. 
end Lt. Maurice F. Daly, A.C., Fas. 
end Lt. Robert L. Easton, ...C., Inf. 
end Lt. Julius Flock, A.C., Cav. 
enc Lt. Orrin L. Grover, A.C., Cav. 
end Lt. Davic M. Hackman, A.C., Inf. 
end Lt. Neil 3. Harding, A.C., Inf. 
‘end Lt. Charles A. Harrington, A.C., C.3E. 
end Lt. Marion Huggins, A.C., Inf. 
end Lt. Walter S. Lee, A.C.,. Inf. 
end Lt. George W. McGregor, A.C., FA. 
end Lt. Bernard C. Rose, A.C., Inf. 
end Lt. Ernest G. Schmidt, A.C., Inf. 
end Lt. Milton MN. Towner, A.C., F.A. 
end Lt. Fay R. Upthegrove, A.o., Inf. 
lst Lt. Miguel Rodriguez, Venezuelan Army. 
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Flying Cadets: 


Roland. 0.S. Akre slaine 3. Newcom 
Lindsay M. Sawsel Harry J. Osterman 
Robert K. Slack Ralph C. Rmdy 
Donald W. Duckman Stanley K. Robinson 
Russell A. Cone Homer L. Sanders 
William J. Crosswell Richard P. Sanders, Jr. 
Josenh 3. Duckworth Frederick Pf. Sansom 
Alexis F. DuPont, Jr. William R. Shephard 
Charles D. Fator Hugh L. Smith 
Walter A. Fenander Andrew F. Solter 
Robert K. Giovannoli Robert W. Stewart 
Charles WV. Haas Leland S. Stranathan 
Howard E. Hall Carl F. Theisen 
George W. Hansen Kingston E. Tibbetts 
Warren Higgins Edward H. Underhill 
Dean V. Johnston Ernest K. Warburton 
Andrew D. Knox Clinton P, Warner 
Richard H. Lee Max H. Warren 
Donald z. Lyon John: H. Williamson 
imery J. Martin John A, Winefordner 
Aubry L. Moore Sheldon 3. Yoder 
William M. Morgan Francis M. Zeigler 
Special Observers; : 
lst Lt. George H. Brown, A.C. lst Lt. Dache M. Reeves, A.C. 
lst Lt. Charles Douglas, A.C. lst Lt. Graham M. St. John, A.C. 
lst Lt. Fred C. Fishback, A.C. © © end Lt. William 0. Eareckson, A.C. 


lst Lt. Jesse A. Madarasz, A.C. end Lt. Uzal G. Ent, A.C. 

lst Lt. Harry G. Montgomery, A.C. end Lt. John P. Kirkendall, A.C. 

lst Lt. Harold A. Moore, A.C. end Lt. Leslie A. Skinner, A.C. 

One of the largest audiences to witness a graduation exercise at the Advanc- 
ed Flying School was present, amongst those present being several Generals and 
other high ranking officers of the Army. 

---000--- 


THE NEW CLASS AT THE ADVANCED FLYING SCHOOL 


The largest class to enter the Air Corps Advanced Flying School under Plan 
"3", the new system of training, enrolled on October lst for the class starting 
on November 5th. It consists of five Regular Army officers and 85 Flying Cadets 
in the Airplane Pilots Course and 12 Regular Army officers and one Warrant 
Officer in the Special Observers Course. 

The following officers were assigned as Flying Instructors for the new 
class: 


PURSUIT SOMBARDMENT 
lst Lt. H.C. Kiel, A.C., Senior Instr. lst Lt. J.W. Monahan,A.C., Senior Instr 
lst Lt. T.W. Slackburn, A.C. lst Lt. W.T. Larson, A.C. 
lst Lt. A.S. Sallard, A.C. lst Lt. R.A. Snavely, A.C. 
end Lt. E.E. Partridge; A.C. end Lt. E.F. Booth, A.C. 
end Lt. L.S. Smith, A.C. OSSERVATION 
end Lt. Y.H. Taylor, A.C. lst Lt. W.S. Gravely,A.C., Senior Instr 
end Lt. S.E. Prudhomme, A.C. lst Lt. C.R. Evans, A.C. 
end Lt. L.S. Jamieson, A.C. lst Lt. H.K. Ramey, A.C. 
ATTACK lst Lt. H.A. Moore, A.C. 
Capt. John I. Moore,A.C.,Senior Instr. lst Lt. W.T. Meyer, A.C. 
lst Lt. George 3Severley, A.C. Ist Lt. C.P. Taltot, A.C. 
lst Lt. Graham St. John, A.C. end Lt. R.H. Dean, A.C. 
end Lt. T.A. Sims, Jr., A.C. end Lt. O.P. Weyland, A.C. 
end Lt. W.D. Old, A.C. 
end Lt. J.W. Andrew, A.C. 
~--000--— 


MARINE CORPS OFFICER RECEIVES..NAVY D.S.M. 


Major R.E. Rowell, U.S. Marine Corps Air Service, a student at the Air 
Corps Tactical School at Langley Field, Va., was presented with the Navy Dis- 
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tinguished Service Medal by Major-General John A. LeJeune, Commandant, U. 8 M.C., 
at a very impressive ceremony held at Langley Field on October 20th. 

Major Rowell was in command of the Marine Air Forces in Nicaragua during a 
period of 13 months and nerformed a difficult trust so efficiently and well that 
the Distinguished Service Medal was awarded to him, accompanied by the following 
citation contained in a letter from the Secretary of Navy; 

"For exceptionally meritorious service in a duty of great responsibility 
in command of the Aircraft Squadron attached to the Naval Forces on shore in 
Nicarague from February 1927 to August 1928. Largely through his untiring 
energy, efficient administration, superior leadership and great personal 
heroism, under conditions heretofore unparalleled in the history of aviation, 
the success of our forces operating in Nicaragua during a period of political 
unrest was greatly enhanced," 

Major-General LeJeune flew to Lang gley Field for the representation with 
Major srainard as his pilot and accommanied by Captains Wood and Craig in 
another airplane. At Quantico an escort of three Marine pursuit planes met the 
General's flight and accormanied it to Langley Field, where they landed at 10:15 
a.m., October 20th, 

The presentation ceremony was simmle but impressive. A square was formed 
on the flying field with bombardment, pursuit, observation and attack airplanes 
forming three sides of the square. All Air Corps organizations then formed in- 
side the square and the reviewing officers and officer making the presentation 
on the open side of the square. -The command was presented, the citation read 
and the well-deserved: decoration pinned on the breast of Major Rowell's coat. 
The command was then dismissed and the airnlanes were taxied into position on 
the flying ficld for an aerial review in honor of. Major-General LeJeune and 
Major Rowell. 

angie” 


ENLISTMENT OF SOY SCOUTS IN THE NATIONAL GUARD 


The Secretary of War recently received a letter from James BE. West, Chief 
Scout Executive of the Soy Scouts of America, in which he stated that reports 
from some State Scout Executives indicates that some units of the National Guard 
are enlisting and urging boys as young as thirteen to enlist and give false date 
of birth. 

In reply, the Secretary of War called attention to the fact that the State 
authorities are responsible for the enlistment of members of National Guard 
units of the respective States, but that any violation of National Guard Regula- 
tions governing such enlistments might subject the offending State to withdrawal 
of Federal aid and recognition. He further suggested that the names of the of- 
ficers alleged to have violated enlistment regulations be secured and submitted, 
and promised that a thorough investigation would be made of the specific cases 
reported. 

It is not believed in the War Department that any widespread violation of 
the minimum age limit for recruits exists. Quch'a practice is unnecessary in 
view of the fact that no shortage of available personnel exists in any State. 
In fact, all States are desirous of securing an increase in the authorized alloi- 
ment of. strength, indicating that sufficient personnel is available all the time 
to care for. expansion, without the obvious undesirable resort to enlistment or 
young men under ‘the age of eighteen. 

The Boy Scouts of America is an organization which has a distinct place i: 
the lives of boys, and National Guard officials lend every aid to its uevelop- 
ment. Sut the National Guard has a mission entirely different from the doy 
Scouts and their activities can never overlap. For that reason alone there 
should never be a dual relationship of personnel. Without disparagement of the 
Doy Scouts, no National Guard officer should do anything to warrant having his 
organization dubbed "Soy Scouts." 

~--000--- 


WAR -TIME IHSIGNIA REVIVED 


The 95th Pursuit Squadron, Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif., has revived 
the war time insignia - A Kicking. Jackass... This is being painted on both sides 
of the P¥W-9's of the 95th Squadron. | The. noses of the planes are also being 
painted a bright red. 
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CATERPILLAR CLUB MEMBERSHIP PASSES CENTURY MARK. y 


The membership roll of the Caterpillar Club has yassed well over the centur; 
mark, according to the latest compilation made of parachute jumps -in this 
country. In the last issue of the News Letter, the number of emergency parachute 
jumps was given as 104 and the number of lives saved as 99. Since that time 
seven more jumps were made, so that the score at this writing is 111 jumps and 
106 lives saved. 

While every endeavor has been made to keep as accurate a record as possible 
of additions to the Caterpillar Club, it is not always possible to do so except 
in the case of Army Air Corps airmen, who are required to make a special report 
whenever forced to resort to an emergency parachute jump. It is only through 
newspaper reports and the good offices of the Irving Air Chute Co. that informa- 
tion is obtained on jumps made by other than Air Corps pilots. 

,necent correspondence with the Irving Air Chute Co. disclosed three emergen- 
cy parachute jumps of which the Information Division of the Air Corps had no 
record, viz: 

August 23, 1927 John E. Heywang, Civilian Lake Sebasticook, Me, 

March 27, 1928 Ensign J.M. Carson, U.S. Navy Pensacola, Fla. 

July 4,.1928 Ralph C. Wensinger, Civilian Cleveland, Ohio. 

Other emergency parachute jumps which have come to the attention of the 
Information Division of the Air Corps are listed below, as follows: 


November 1, 1928 Captain Earl H. DeFord, A.C. Harpersville, Va. 
November 14,1928 Lieut. Harvey F. Dyer San Antonio, Texas. 
November 14, 1928 Sgt. Frank J. Siebenaler,A.C. San Antonio, Texas. 
November 18,1928 Paul Collins, Air Mail Brookville, Pa. 


Frequently, when reading newspaper reports of emergency parachute jumps, 
one notices a headline to this effect: "Parachute Cheats Death." An accident 
occurred on November 16th last at Port Lavaca, Texas, where the caption "Death 
Cheats Parachute" would seem to be appropriate. Second Lieut. Frank Z. Corson, 
pilot, and Private James W. Snedaker, observer, of the 2nd Division Air Service, 
Fort Sam Houston, Texas ,while engaged in tow target practice, collided with a 
tow target. According to the telegraphic report on this accident the belief is 
expressed that the tow target fouled the ailerons or elevators. The airplane 
immediately went into a steep vertical slip and was completely wrecked about one- 
half mile from the shore. The pilot and the observer jumped with their para- 
chutes, both functioning perfectly. The officer and the enlisted man and thejr 
parachutes disappeared within a very short time after striking the water. Motor 
boats in the near vicinity started search within a few mimtes. Up to this 
writing no report has been received of the recovery of the bodies. 

All accidents are, of course, regrettable, tut it is particular unfortunate 
that this accident happened when the plane was flying over water, for a parachute~ 
landing on terra firma would unquestionably have saved the lives of these two men. 
The record of the Army parachute for safety is still unblemished, no instance 
being known of any failure of the chute to function once the jumper cleared the 
airplane and pulled the rip cord. 

A number of reports have been received from airmen who recently joined the 
Caterpillar Club. These reports are always interesting and instructive, for they 
outline experiences which may prove helpful to men in the flying game who at gome 
time or another may be confronted with the necessity of resorting to the parachute 
in order to live and fly another days Reports recently received and which have 
not heretofore appeared in the News Ietter are given below, as follows: 


JOHN E, HEYWANG “took off in a home-made seaplane which he had constructed 
himself from parts of an Avro and Canuck, and powered with 
an old LeRhone 110 h.p. motor. The take-off was made from the shore of Lake 
Sabasticook, Maine, and Mr. Heywang got the ship in the air in 18 seconds. 

At about 1800 feet the lower right wing broke off and a second or two later 
the lower left wing also broke off. Mr. Heywang was wearing an Irvin Air Chute, 
and although he had never before made a parachute jump, he states that he had 
no hesitancy in jumping. He also states that what impressed him most forcefully 
during the descent was the absolute qict that prevailed after the noise of the 
Ship. He drifted over the shore and landed in the trees with only a few bruises 
and a cut lip. 
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ENSIGN J. M. CARSON. While engaged in aerial tactics, Curtiss Hawk airplanes 

A-7410 and A-7420, piloted by Bnsign J.M..-Carson, U.S.Navy, 
and end Lieut. I.A. Kimes, U.S.M.C., respectively, collided at 2,000 feet alti- 
tude in the vicinity of Corry Field, Pensacola, Fla. 

Finding his airplane completely out of control, Ensign Carson jumped, open- 
ing his parachute when clear of the airplane, and made a safe landing. Lieut. 
Kimes was able to bring his plane down under partial control and landed it with. 
out injury to himself. 


RALPH C. WENSINGER léft the Cleveland Airport ina Travel Air biplane pilvtea by 

Stewart Kramer, to make an exhibition jump at Chippewa Lake. 
The parachute Mr. Wensinger intended to use was an exhibition type, stuffed into 
a bag which was tied to the airplane. In addition to his exhibition parachute 
he wore an Irvin Air Chute in seat pack as an emergency measure. 

He jumped from an altitude of 2,000 feet. His drop, instead of pulling 
parachute out of its bag, tore the bag in two, leaving a ring of canvass around 
the parachute in such a way that it could not open. Mr. Wensinger dropped to 
within 500 feet of the ground in an attempt to get the chute clear. He then 
pulled the ring on his Irvin seat pack, which opened promptly and saved him 
from certain death. He landed close to the side of a barn, the exhibition para- 
chute landing on the roof of and on the other side of the barn. 


FLYING CADET W. R. SHEPHARD. On a flight from San Diego, Calif., to Long Beach, 
Calif., on June 18, 1928, I encountered fog banks 
blowing in from the ocean north of Oceanside, and clinging close to the ground 
and sea. I flew inward in an effort to go around them but passed through several 
thin ones, which only kept me out of sight of the ground a few seconds at a time, 
Soon as I was inland about seven or eight miles with the Santa Anna Mountains on 
my right and the Santa Rosa'on my left. I flew between then and very near to 
the ground in order to stay under ‘the fog. 
As I progressed I entered a ‘fog “through which I did not.so readily pass. 
All the while I looked carefully for ground. Soon I felt my ship grow unsteady 
and I tried my controls for a possible spin. The ship responded so I knew I was 
not spinning. My airspeed indicator showed the ship diving. I leveled it out 
as best I could but soon saw a dark spot show ahead. I banked to avoid it. Soon 
another showed up. I repeated this a few times so decided I mst be in a canyon 
and I knew I could not avoid the mountains very much longer, so I decided the 
use.of my parachute would be my only chance. After putting the plane in a left 
bank and throttling the motor to half way on the throttle guide, I jumped head 
first from the plane, pulling the rip cord as soon as clearing the ship. I fell 
through fog for about half way to the ground and landed on the side of the 
mountain with a 15-mile wind blowing toward the mountain. No injury whatsoever 
was experienced. The landing was made on the south side of the San Juan Canyon 
about 6 miles Northeast of Capistrano, California. 


FLYING CADET RAYMOND L. WINN. Ona training mission from March Field, Calif., 

August 13, 1928, I was flying a DH4M1-T, AC31498, 
while practicing banks and turns over the vicinity of Nuevo, Calif., about eight 
miles southeast of March Field, about 8:20 a.m. I started to make a wing over 
to the left and the ship fell into a left spin. After trying to right the ship 
and failing to do so, I decided to jump. The ship was completely out of control 
at the time of my leaving it. 

I used the U.S. Army Service Seat Type Parachute, haying cut the switches 
before jumping. I estimate the engine speed to have been about 400 r.p.m. = 
estimate the speed of the aircraft.'to have been betweon 125 and 135 m.p.h. The 
ship was spinning to the left at the time of my leaving. ‘I stood up in the Seat. 
and was thrown clear of the ship. I. pulled the rip cord when I thought I was 
clear of the ship. The ship went into a spin from a wing over and after trying 
to right it in every known manner and failed I decided to jump. I resorted to 
the parachute as soon as I realized the. ship was completely out of control. I 
cut the switches, then left the plane; -released the parachute and it opened im 
mediately. No trouble was experienced in locating and pulling the rip cord. The 
wind velocity was about 10 m.p.h., dnd clear weather. The parachute was oscil- 
lating and I landed rather hard. I only received minor bruises from the snap 
of the harness in the opening of the parachute. 
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PRIVATE JEWELL S. WILSON. On the morning of September 14, 1928, while flying as 

observer with Lieut. Pennington in a Curtiss A-3, I 
had occasion to make ny first emergency parachute jump. We had been in the air 
about three hours and were flying at around 8,000 feet. The air was rough and 
quite a few rain clouds were encountered, one of which was very strong and threw 
the plane into a tail spin. ‘The pilot righted the ship at about 3,000 feet; We 
flew for about five or ten mimtes and came upon another of these clouds. It ap- 
peared smaller and less furious than the one we had just passed through, however, 
but it extended higher and was moving faster. The pilot evidently found the wind 
and rain too strong in this cloud and tried to fly out of it by turning and going 
back. It was in this maneuver that the ship was caught and thrown into a second 
spin. 

The wind velocity was high and the rain dense, so mich so that I had pushed 
my g0gcles up to enable me to see the altimeter. The ground could not be seen 
and I wanted assurance that we were at a safe altitude. I knew that we were 
losing altitude, However, it had not occurred to me to jump. I noticed the 
pilot motioning, but I thought he was referring to my goggles. I was not so eager 
to jump and I did not know that was what he meant for me to do until I saw him 
throw his leg over the rim of the cockpit and then I was positive of his inten- 
tions. It seems that I lost control of all my faculties and for a few seconds I 
was mentally "out". I made two attempts to rise from the seat before I thought 
to release the safety belt. I unbudkled it and started climbing out back of the 
cockpit. I thought it best to do that on account of the tourelle mounting. I 
climbed out on the fuselage, found the ripcord and jumped. I don't know how far 
I fell when I pulled the rip cord or how I ever managed to get started. I can- 
not remember any sensation in falling, it didn't last long enough for that, and 
I can't account for any thought until the parachute opened. My only concern 
then was where I'd hit and how. I landed quite hard and was dragged about 100 
feet before I was able to spill the wind out of the chute. I mst have jumped 
at about 500 feet, judging from the length of time it takes a dummy chute to fall 
from that altitude in comparison with the time that elapsed while I was coming 
down. I imsediately located the ship thru directions furnished me by a negro and 
climbed upon the wreck to wait for the pilot. I think my biggest moment of the 
whole affair came when I saw the Lieutenant on his way toward the ship. 

This was my first and only parachute jump. I had often wondered how I woul¢ 
feel and how I would act under such conditions, and now that it is all over I 
can't recall anything about it. I was not frightened and I did not dread to jurr 
I knew that if I went down with the ship that I would be killed, there was only 
one choice, and I took it without any reservations. It all hannened so ouickly 
and definitely that I am unable to explain any part of it, other than the visible 
results. I received a slightly sprained knee in landing; otherwise I'm none the 
worse and a lot wiser. 


MAJOR F. E. EVANS 6f thé 10%H Observation Squadron, Air Corps, Michigan Nationa! 

Guard, was flying over Rouge Park Field, Detroit, Michigan, 
with 2nd Lieut. Edward C. Snell as passenger. He had placed his PT-1l ina 
barrel roll. The nose of the plane had just risen above the horizon and it 
banked over approximately 45 degrees when the upper right front wing spar broke. 
Major Evans signaled his passenger to jump, but the latter failed to do so, and 
was killed in the crash, 

Major Evans stated that he had a feeling of complete safety and confidence 
in the parachute. ."I thought of the long talked of count of four to be certain 
of clearing the plane," he said, "and decided to wait until I was certain of 
being clear. The wreckage of plane was falling around me when I decided it was 
time to pull. I recall seeing the. pilot cite far above me and the thought pass- 
ed through my mind that I had not only lost an airplane but a parachute as well. 


_ When the main chute opened I received a terrible jerk, well distributed. I mst 


have gone down headfirst as I whirled around suddenly. Had no feeling whatso- 
ever of falling. Mind seemed clear. When approaching the ground I kicked 
around until facing the direction of travel in respect to the ground. Fell wher 
landing, but inmediately jumped to my feet and ran onto parachute to prevent 
being dragged. First thought was where my passenger had landed, as I had no ider 
that he had not jumped even before I did, as I shouted 'Jump' immediately after 
the breaking of wing. I apparently hit my head when landing, as I had a slight 
headache afterwards for several hours, otherwise no ill feeling whatever." 
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CAPTAIN EARL H. DeFORD, in his official report, stated: "On November 1, 1928, at 
about 3:10 p.m., at a point about two miles northeast of 

Morrison, Va., the undersigned made an emergency. parachute jump from an AT-5 air. 

plane Number 28-69. At the time of the jump the airplane was out of control. 

- The type chute used was an Irving seat-type. At the time the jump was made the 
engine was turning over at about 1500 r.p.m., and the airplane was in a tight 
left-hand spin and to the best of my recollection imst have been dropping at 150 
miles per hour. 

The cause of the jump .was a collision in mid-air between the airplane of 
the undersigned and an airplane of the same type flown by Captain Robert J.. 
Archibald, U.S. Marine Corps. The collision occurred during a formation maneuy- 
er. ' 

When the collision took place, my airplane went out of control and due to 
the spin I was unable to stand up and jump clear. I tried to reach the hand 
€lots on the trailing edge of the unper wing but could not reach them. I final- 
ly managed to-get my feet on the seat and I forced myself up and out to the 
right and reaching over the side, caught hold of the trailing edgce of the lower 
wing near the fuselage and pulled myself out of the cockpit, striking the right 
lower wing and bouncing off into space at which time I pulled the rip cord and 
the chute opened immediately. I have no recollection of any reactions during or 
after the jump. The thing which was unpermost in my mind was the fear that I 

_ would not be able to get out of the ship at a sufficient altitude to permit ny 
chute to open. After the collision took place at about 1400 feet my chute did 
open at about G00 feet from the ground. When the ckute opened it jerked me hard 
enough to cause considerable soreness in my neck and shoulders. I suffered no 
injury from the jump except as stated above." 

---000--- 


EXAMINATIONS FOR REGULAR ARMY AIR CORPS TO BE HELD 


Examinations of mietiienatie for anpointment as second lieutenants in the Air 
Corps, Regular Army, in accordance with the orovisions of AR 605-5 and special 
conditions hereinafter set forth, will be held from December 17 to 22, 1988, and 
from March 18 to 23, 1929, inclusive. Owing to the lack of time, the examinatioz 
scheduled for December will be held only within. the continental limits of the 
United States. 

Eligibility to comete in the examination will be confined to candidates who 
are qualified flyers falling within the scope of the following classifications: 

Those who have graduated from the Air Corns Primary Flying School and from 
the Air Corps Advanced Flying School within the past six years. 

Others who satisfactorily demonstrate that they have qualified for flying 
within the past six years. 

By "qualified flyer" is meant any individual who fulfills the necessary men- 
tal, moral and nhysical qualificstions for apnointment as second lieutenant, 
United States Army; and who, in the opinion of the boards appointed to examine 
the candidate and his records, is qualified to enter immediately into the duties 
required in the tactical units of the Air Corps. This requires ability to fly 
satisfactorily the type.of service airplane in use by any unit to which he might 
be assigned; also, that the candidate mast have flow in heavier-than-air aircrat’ 
at least two hundred hours while acting as pilot, seventy-five of which mst be 
alone, and mst have successfully commleted the course prescribed by competens 
authority. 

Each application should be accompanied by the necessary documentary evidence 
substantiating the candidate's claim for exemmtion in the educational examina‘zion, 
as well as credentials establishing his practical flying qualifications. Upon 
receipt and consideration of such documents accepted candidates will be authoriz- 
ed to appear before specified boards and will be granted such exemptions in tre 
mental examination as circumstances warrant. Candidates whose applications my 
not be approved will be so informed. In view of the early date of the December 
examination, applications for that examination sould be submitted directly to 
The Adjutant General, as should also requests for information pertaining to shat 
examination. Applications for the March, 1929, examination will be submitted to 
the Corps Area Commanders in accordance with Section III, AR 605-5. 

Boards or officers to conduct the December endeteaiion. will be convened at 
the following-named places; 





Mitchel Field, Long Island, N.Y. Bolling Field, Washington, D.C. 
Langley Field, Hampton, Va. Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Ala. 


-416- y-5847, A.C. 











8, at 
St of 
5 air. 
ie 

| the 
ht 

it 150 


Neuv~ 
. to 
‘inal- 


ower 
ight 
and 

ng or 


did 
hard 
, no 


e dir 
ial 

» and 
natior 
he 


2s who 
ons; 
from 


ing 
y men- 


ine 
ities 


pean 
, be 
ny 


dence 
azion, 
on 
oriz- 
tre 
aay 
er 


shat 
i to 


A.C. 





Wright Field, Fairfield, Ohio. Chamite Field, Rantoul, I11. 
Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens ,Mich. Marshall Field, Fort Riley, Kansas. 
Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas. 
Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif.. Vancouver Barracks , Washington. 


Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif. 

Gracuates of the Air Corps Primary and Advanced Flying Schools, who are also 
graduates of recognized colleges and universities, will be exermted from the 
entire mental examination. 

~--000--- 


EMPLOYEES REWARDED FOR NEW IDEAS 
© 

A new innovation in the Denot Sunply Department, Rockwell Air Depot, is the 
"Suggestion Box." While the suggestion box has been in vogue at the Rockwell 
Depot for some time, the Denot Sunoly goes a step further and grants an avard for 
the best suggestion during the week made by the employees. It is believed that 
the ermloyee, being very close to the routine of his work, is in a position to 
see an improvement ofttimes which might be overlooked by his superior. The sug- 
gestion box is a means by which this improvement is brought to light, and the re- 
ward given for the best suggestion tad the week is an incentive for an 
employee to think out new ideas. 

-~~-000--- 


IMPROVEMENTS EFFECTED AT ROCKWELL AIR DEPOT 


The new addition to the main warehouse, G & H, Rockwell Air Depot, Coronado, 
Calif., has been completed, and the warehouse personnel is busy moving airplane 
engines to their new location. As each box is taken from one section to the new 
section, it is onened, the number verified, the number of overhauls noted, and 
other pertinent data taken on the condition of the engine. This involves quite 
a large amount of labor, but it is believed will pay in the end. 

The rear section of the Shipping and teceiving Department has been concret- 
ed and a new Fairbanks-Morse 20-ton scale is being installed. This will be a 
useful addition to the Shipping Department, as in the past it has been impossible 
to weigh a crated airplane at this Depot. The machinery in the Packing Depart- 
ment is also being changed to the new location and all wiring placed in conduits, 
making a mach safer and neater job. The Packing Department was recently 
equipped with a new Yates-American Saw Bench vhich also adds to the efficiency cf 
this Devartment. 

On checking up the number of shipments this fiscal year with past activities 
it is found that the activities of the Rockwell Air Depot increased nearly one- 
third over last year, and as time goes on it is exnected that the percentage of 
increase will be even greater. 

After having spent a number of years working by artificial light, the main 
depot: warehouse is being equipped with monitor sky-lights. This is now under 
construction, and already a great improvement is seen. The work is progressing 
rapidly and is probably finished at this writing. The sky-lights will be a grest 
improvement in working conditions in G & H Warehouses. 

---000--- 


PROSPECTIVE AIR CORPS OFFICERS FROM MARSHALL FIELD 


Some of the Reserve Officers now on active duty at Marshall Field, Fort 
Riley, Kansas, will take the examination for apnointment in the Air Corps, 
Regular Army, on December 17th. The examination is being held earlier this year 
due to a large mumber of vacancies, and the time left for preparation is short. 
Those Reserve Officers who expect to take the déxamination are listed below, as 
follows: 

Lieut. Guy F. Hix 

Lieut. Wilbur Erickson 
Lieut. Ronald R. Walker 
Lieut. Robert E.L. Pirtle 
Lieut. Donald BE. Broughton 
Lieut. Ralph 0. Brownfield. 
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COMMERCIAL AVIATION IN THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS 
By the Iuke Field Correspondent 


Progress. in commercial aviation in the Hawaiian Islands has been somewhat 
slow in recent months, due to a variety of reasons, principally the lack of lana- 
ing facilities. . 

Recently, however, the newspapers of Honolulu have carried accounts which ‘in 
. dicate that this condition is being improved. Colonel P.M. Smoot, chairman of 
the Territorial Acronautical Commission, has been very active in surveying land- 
ing fields and pushing their construction. In the latter part of September he 
announced that work had already been started on a field on Molokai. This field, 
which covers 204 acres, will have a 400 ft. wide runway to begin with, he stated, 
The Colonel announced that while no site was chosen for a field on Maui, several 
locations will be considered at an early meeting of the Commission. 

.+ +,..0n.the heels of the statements of Colonel Smoot, news dispatches from the 
coast announced that Edwin A. Lewis, President of the Hawaiian Tours Co., has 
purchased three planes for commercial use in the Islands and that they weré due to 
arrive in Honolulu during October. Mr. Lewis also stated that he had engaged the 

services of two well known pilots on the mainland and that they would arrive 
during the month to open a civilian flying school at Honolulu. The planes pur- 
chased by Mr. Lewis are a Swallow, American Eagle and Monocoupe. He has also 
secured the distributing agency for them for Hawaii, the announcement stated. A 
try-motored Bach, capable of carrying ten passengers, was also purchased by the 
company and is expected to arrive in Hawaii in December where it will be placed 
in immediate inter-island service. 

---000--- 


ADVANCED FLYING SCHOOL PARTICIPATES IN STAFF MANEUVERS 


The Air Corps Advanced Flying School participated in the Staff Maneuvers 
conducted by the Eighth Corps Area from October 22nd to 26th. This was primari- 
ly a staff maneuver, and all troops vere represented with the exception of the 
Air Corps. The maneuvers constituted a Field Army, and the Air Corps units were 
assigned as Divisional Air Service Squadrons and Army Air Force. 

In addition to the Advanced Flying School, the leth Observation Souadron of 
Fort Sam Houston and the Third Attack Group of Fort Crockett comprised the Air 
Corps units. Corps and Divisional ground units, which were represented by staff, 
each had assigned as their Air Service unit two observation airplanes and person- 
nel for their operation. The Army Air Force consisted of an Air Corps Wing, com 
posed of one Pursuit Group and two squadrons, one Attack Group and three squad- 
rons, one Observation Group and two squadrons, and one Bombardment Squadron. The 
Operation of this unit was from Kelly Field. War conditions were assumed, and 
simlated missions were carried out by Air Corps units. Observation missions 
were carried out by the Observation units., One night obsorvation mission was 
conducted with the use of flares. One night Bombardment mission was conducte® 
with the formation of nine airplanes as far north as Austin. 

. The participating Air Corps personnel at Kelly Field carried out over 400 
hours of flying time during tho maneuvers. The Headquarters of the Army Air 
Corps was at Fort Sam Houston under the command of the Corps Area Air Officer. 
An Air Corns Staff to assist in the conduct of the maneuvers was secured from 
the Advance1 Flying School. 

The mancuvers were of valuable addition to the instruction of the students 
end permanent officers at Kelly Field and constituted the final instruction of 
the class graduating on October 26th. 

---000--- 


LIEUT. KELLY RECEIVES DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS 7 


Probably the most outstanding event in the history of the 4th Composite 
Group, Camp Nichols, P.I., occurred recently when Ist Lieut. Oakley G. Kelly, 
3rd Pursuit Squadron, was decorated with the Distinguished Flying Cross by the 
Commanding General of the Philippine Department, Major-General Wm. Lassiter, who 
was accompanied by Governor-General Stimson. Camp Nichols was represented by 
Captains Charles A. Pursley, Charles M. Savage, Lieuts. Alfred Lindeburg, W.J. 
Paul, Ralph Stearley and Earl Eoag. Lieut. Kelly and his bachelor companion, 
Lieut. Murray, entertained a number of the officers and their wives with a 
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AMPHIBIANS CRUISE TO LANAO 
An Open Letter from Papa Fletcher, the Sky Pilot of Moroland 


"Zamboanga, P.I. ....... 1928 
Editor, Mindanao Herald: 

You have asked me to give you a little something about our flicht to Lanao 
and Cotabato. That's just like you, John, to ask a man to do something around 
the end of the fiscal year with all the office work piling up. You needn't 
expect much. 

At 6:30 a.m. on the 23rd, three army armhibian planes left Zambo for Camp 
Keithley. Major Kilner handled the tiller of No. 1 and had Papa Fletcher on the 
quarter-deck and Master Sergeant Lee in the lower hold. ‘'Baldy! Pirie held the 
sticks on No. 2 with Lieutenant Watkins on the fore-peak as anchor handler. 
‘Micky' Patrick was on the bridge of No. 3 with Lieutenant McClelland and 
'Spider' Kelly in ‘tween decks and aft lower hold, respectively. 

Kilner throws a wicked stick. I suspect that he did his darndest to put her 
into a tail spin because if he could throw me out he would gain one file. On tho 
quarter-deck I was holding down I found a batch of canvas, straps, buckles and 


~such like which I was told to drape about me. I said, ‘Hell, no, let Sgt. Lee 


have them.' Kilner said, 'No, he's down below and it wont do him any good any- 
way.' I struggled with the stuff for a spell and by the time we were about half 
way to Ganassi I decided to sit on the whole works. John, I'd like for you to 
tell me what good a parachute is going to do a fellow who is flying over water 
one thousand fathoms deep, and in some places deeper! 

Kilner set a compass course direct for Ganassi, on the southwest shore of 
Lake Lanao. This took us right across lower Olutanga, the narrowest part of 
Baganian Peninsula, just south of.Lake Nunungan, and a little north of Lake 
Dapao. The ship handled beautifully. 

It was an ideal day for flying and visibility was very good. Shortly after 
leaving Zambo, Mount Malindang, way over in Misamis, loomed up, and a few minutes 
later the Butig mountains began to take form. The Ganassi peaks, however, were 
obscured until we were right on then. 

I enjoyed this leg of the flight very mch because it took me across the 
Lake Numungan country, through which I struggled and fought leeches and mosquitcs 
for months, nineteen years ago, while chasing wily old Mamintong and his band of 
outlaw Maranaos. 

The flying distance from Zambo to Camp Keithley is 170 miles. It is doubt- 
ful if there is a more glorious flight of the same length anywhere in the world. 
With the ever-changing color of the sea over the coral reefs and great depths, 
the gem-like little lakes nestling among magnificent peaks, the cultivated lands 
around Lakes Dapao and Lanao, the beautiful cloud effects, the rushing mountain 
streams flecked with occasional waterfalls, the Mohammedan mosques, the uplifted 
faces and waving erms of thousands-of Moros in their colorful dress - nothing 
seemed to be missing from.an entrancing and unique panorama. 

There were a couple of mimites while over the jungle when it would have been 
mala suerte if the engine had suffered a cramp in her harriga.By the way, John, 
is a plane a female? Those planes climbed wonderfully. When Kilner would lean 
back to read one of my wise notes our darned plane would climb so fast that the 
instrument couldn't keep up with it. And speaking of instruments, I never saw 
so much useless junk on the bulkhead of any ship. When we started I thought that 
we should have lots of altitude while kitine across the mountains and I had my 
line of dope all worked out. I was going to jettison about a ton of instruments 
and things. 

One hour and fifty-five minutes after leaving Zambo we dropped anchor near 
the piers of Camp Keithley on the north shore of Lanao. All hands jumped into 
‘Commercial! Smith's truck and shoved off for Maria fristina Falls. Isn't it 
a strange thing, John, that a man who will take an old rattle-trap plane up in 
the air a couple of miles and turn it over and drop it to within a couple of feet 
of the ground, will turn green with fear when he gets into a lowly truck driven 
by someone else? 

Things went well until we were within a hundred feet of the two-hundred-foc t 
drop into the Agus Canon. Smith's brakes went“kabluey. It was a case of headii¢ 
her into the jungle by ground looping or trying to mill her to a standstill. Pape 
slid his skinny carcass through one of the portholes, grabbed Smith's adopted sor 
and said 'Gentlemen, I am awfully glad to have knowed you!! The contours of the 
ground helped Smith to stop the truck just in time to save Papa the labor of 
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beating: the wild hogs to the remains. 

Maria Christina was never more wonderful. The beautiful perpetual rainbow 
arched from the foot of the falls to a point a hundred yards down stream. Baldy 
Pirie is either half-witted or carries lots of life insurance. Ie had one of 
those moving picture affairs. In order to get a good shot at the falls from top 
to bottom he had to hang on by one heel. Snider and Pana held on his flimsy belt 
while he turned the crank. Sy the way the muzzle was pointed I believe that he 
got some food shots at the tops of the jungle trees. 

The trip back to Cam Keithley in Smith's truck was such a hazardous voyage 
that the fliers left their fingerorints on the strnchions of the bus. A start 
for Cotabato was attenpted at 7:00 a.m., the 24th, but “aldy Pirie's amphibian 
had throat trouble and he didn't think it advisable to start over the Dutig 
mountains without knowing what his oil pressure was. Kilner with Papa and Set. 
Lee took off and had a look-see around the northern part of Lanao, then landed 
to give aid to No. 2. 

It is strongly suspected that the junior officers had a scheme to gain three 
files. All three Majors were piled into No. 1 with Kilner handling the reins, 
Clam Face Watkins and Sergeant Lee started in to dismantle the old crate, Their 
only tools were an old suit case knife and a broken stillson wrench. Micky 
Patrick, after taxi-ing all over Lake Ianao, managed to get No. 3 into air. 
Taking a look at Maria Cristina from the air he dropped a message informing his 
commanding 6fficer that he, Mack and Spider were going to Cotavato to get a 
batch of hot cakes. 

All of this shifting of personnel made a 'mack! out of Papa who heaved on 
the anchor, and as the ship started to drift into No. 3, Kilner gave her the gun. 
The bottom of Lake Lanao is covered with a vine-like water cress. As No. 1 
surged ahead the anchor gathered un this stuff. It's no mean job for a man in 
his light fifties to haul in an anchor with three hundred sounds of junk hanging 
to it. The md hook being duly stowed Kilner hit her up for Catabato after pro- 
mising Clam Face that he would go to Zambo and get some throat gargle for the 
ailing ship. We soared right over the Ganassi neaks. Charts show that these 
peaks are 5,200 feet in height. With the altimeter in No. 1 reading 5,200 feet 
we seemed to be about 300 feet above the highest peak. 

Anchored in the Cotabato River at 9:40 a.m., and found that Mack was fuel- 
ing No. 4 with the aid of Micky and Spider. Governor Gutierrez had everything i: 
applepie order. -At 10:30 a.m. Baldy decided that he would take the Governor and 
Papa for a trin up over Lake Liguasan and Fort Pikit. Just above Cotabato there 
is a bunch of telegraph wires crossing the river about fifty feet above the 
water. The Governor had hung a white cloth on these wires. J3aldy headed his 
boat up stream and got into the air mch sooner than he expected. I was intently 
watching the maneuver and wondering whether we were going over or under. the 
wires. Then I happened to think that probably Baldy had one of those contrap- 
tions called 'Hell I Copped Her'. As we shot under the wires our left wing 
touched the flag and I said ! Zell, He Nearly Copped Her!'! Mhe flicht over Pict 
was*vondur=al; <Tic Governor scetbien thc ™loa:e2 hold and could look out of the 
side port-holes. He enjoyed the trip very much. 

Mrs. Gutierrez served one of her incomparable lunches to the tired birdmen, 
When.anding in the Cotabato River, Papa dropped the anchor. When an attempt was 
made to set the anchor back on board, Baldy and Papa heaved with all their 
strength and could not budge the thing at all. Local divers were sent down to 
locate the trouble and found the anchor tangled in a batch of Brooklyn street-—car 
tracks. 

As No. 1 and 2 were about to take off for Zambo in blew Clam Face and Lee 
with No. 3. They had fixed the old crate up with parts of a mowing machine and 
an old sickle. These guys could make a tin lizzie fly. At 4:00 o'clock, after 
bidding the kind Cotabato folks adios, all three ships hit it up for Zambo. Mac 
had the two Manila majors in his crew as macks, Watty took Lee and Micky Patric« 
took Papa and Spider. No one seems to know why old No. 3 likes to stick so clos 
to the water. She's a cranky old girl. After kicking her in the pants for a 
quarter of an hour Pat got her to move. Then she took the air rather nicely. 

The 155 miles from Cotabato to Zambo were covered in 92 mimtes at an alti- 
tude of seventeen feet. A very enjoyable trip. Sorry I have no more to relate, 
Old Top. The result of the search for landing fields is a military secret which 
we cannot divulge, owing to the lurking. land profiteers. 

In a hell of a haste, PAPA FLETCHER. 

-Mindanao Herald. 
-420- V-5847,A.C. 








bow 
3a.l dy 
f 

1 top 
7 Delt 
> he 


yage 
rt 
Lan 


et. 
led 


three 
iS. 
Their 


his 


1e1- 

ing ir 
> and 
shere 


ter 

Mace. 
rick 
clos 


1lti- 
ate, 
hich 





CLASS PANADE OF AIR CORPS ADVANCED FLYING SCHOOL 


The students of the last graduating class of the Air Corps Advanced Flying 
School, Kelly Field, Texas, participated in a parade on Friday afternoon, October 
19th, followed by a dedication of a class memorial. 

The parade started at 2:00 p.m., Lieut. David Hackman acting as Marshal. He 
was dressed in the uniform of his office, an Egyptian Sheik, smoking a German 
pipe. He was astride a beautiful, unclipped white charger, which had spent the 


‘ previous morning asleep in a stable mud-hole after it had returned from its 


duties as motive power for the garbage chariot. The Marshal was followed by the 
Post Band. ‘The Quick Thinking Pursuiters came next, led by their Hula drum 

corps. The beautiful rhythm of their steady beats and the swaying of their grace-~ 
ful bodies causednothing but complimentary comments from the spectators. 

A float followed, titled "Bombardment, The Slow Thinkers," which was manned 
by members of the Pursuit Section. It showed "Bombardment" lying ina G.I. cot, 
very sick. Another float followed carrying a banner titled "Attack, Non- 
Thinkers." Unfortunately, the Attack Section was on a cross-country that day 
and was not able to retalliate. The Bombardment came noxt, all astride Leavy, 
slow speed, lazy, underpowered, draft horses, riding in seven-horse formation. 
Arriving in front of the reviewing stand, they changed to column and from colum 
back to "V" formation. Some of the horses, characteristic of the types they rep- 
resented, were slow to respond to the controls, and some of them fell off on a 
wing (slipping on the hard, hard pavement). This Section was dressed in coveralls, 
helmets and goggles, wearing parachutes and carrying a control wheel. The 
section was led by a student, dressed and disguised as their distinguished Senior 
Instructor. He was immaculately attired in uniform, a large, well waxed red ms- 
tache gracing his face. He carried a stick and led a small pooch hound on the 
end of a ship's hawser, Fe looked more like Lieut. Monahan than Licut. Monahan 
does himself, and Lieut. Monahan had several charactoristic poses (standing erect 
with hand on hip , twisting his mstache with the other) taken of his imitator so 
that, in the event the Adjutant General or the Chief of Air Corps desires his 
photograph he will not have to take time for a sitting but will merely sead for- 
ward one of these prints. . 

The Bombardment was followed by two members of another section carrying a 
bomb on a stretcher. The Observation Section was last but not least. I was 
led by its Scotch Swinenette Haig and Haig Band, which rendered melodious tunes 
throughout the parade. The drum major unfortunately broke his baton jus: prior 
to the start of the purade and was farced to use a sewer suction pump tc keep 
the time. With so little practice the Band did excellently, and the soft music 
which emanated from the olden trumpets and the perfect time kept by the drun- 
mers produced the most favorable comuents from the severest critics. This sec- 
tion of the parade was the largest, due to the fact that they had more speciai- 
ties to demonstrate, 

The floats were as follows: "Close Reconnaissance," an observer looking 
through a large key-hole with a pair of field glasses at a student, undressec as 
& red headed woman taking a bath; "Aerial Photography," a student with a Brownie 
Eastman Camera tied on the end of a bamboo fishing pole extended over an enclos- 
ure marked "Ladies Dressing Room." As true to the practice (7?) of the Phozo 
Section, the pictures taken were devoloped and distrituted throughout the Length 
of the march. Tho finished copies resembled to a marked degree pictures often 
seon in a woll known magazine on Art. A student followed pushing a dolly on 


- which was mounted a very small kitchen stove with the caption "Miniature Range." 


A student carried a banner saying "The Road to Success in Observatior. is 
Gravelly," in ,dicating the well known Senior Instructor in the Observation 

Section. A student with a fish vole over his shoulder held by another in the 

rear and on the extrome end of which was tied a bottle, which at one time contain- 
ed something over 4 of 1%, followed. Try as he could the student was unable to 
reach the bottle. The significance was ay>ropriate as the student was Fred 


- Fishback or "Fred Still Fishing." The solemnity of the occasion was disturbed 


by a student shooting off smoke bombs. The parade camo to an end by that eminent 
Air Corps philosopher, etc., Lieut. Deche Reeves coming up in the rear, carrying 
& standard, "Observation, Above Al1." 

The parade came to a halt before the band stand in front of the Commandant's 
quarters, where the Memorial to be dedicated was hidden by a white tent. The 


ceremonies started with a snappy march selection by the Swinenette Band. Lieut. 
Eareckson, the dria major of the Swinenette Band, dedicated the memorial in the 
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name of the class. With a few well chosen words, he emmerated the motives which 
prompted the presontation of this fitting little romument. His specch was very 
touching and anpropriate. The Memorial was accepted with a short speech by Major 
C.L. Tinker, A.C., in the name of the Air Corns Advanced Flying School. To the 
strains of a late Hungarian waltz, played and demonstrated by the Swinenotte. 
Band, the string was pulled and the Memorial unveiled. It was a large G.I. can 
sitting on a Texas mahogany pedestal on which was inscribed "Class of November, 
1928." 

Not a dry cye was present as the snectators slowly passed about this shrixe 
ta view its beautics from a close angle. 

(P.S. The Memorial was back on duty the next day, just in rear of the 
- kitchen of the Officers! Mess). 


~--000--- 
RETIRING NON-CONMS. HONORED WITH AN AERIAL REVIEW 


First Sergeants Harry Jowett, 7th Observation Squadron, ar q ame Franks , 
63rd Service Squadron, France Field, Panama Canal Zone, have tik an VigR being 
the first. enlisted men of the Panama Canal Department to receive the honor: of 
an aerial review upon retirement. 

Sergeant Jowett enlisted at 1315 Filbert Street, Fhiladelvhia, Pa., on July 
1, 1893, and his first assignment was to Cormany L of the 2lst Infantry, then 
- stationed at Plattsburg Barracks, N.Y. Ho served contimously in various units 
of the service, including the 2nd Infantry; 3rd Field Artillery; the Ordnance 
- Department at Augusta, Ga.; lst Battalion of Engineers at Washington Barracks 

D.C.; Motor Transport Corps at Sandy Hook, N.J.; the Air Corps at Bolling Field, 
anc the Panama Canal Department. He was retired on October 1, 1928. 

Sorgeant Frarnss first enlisted at Bellefontc, Pa., on June 22, 1899. He 

received his recruit training at Bedlocs Island in Now York Harbor. He was sent 

.as replacement from Recruit Barracks to Porto Principi, Cuba, where he was as- 
signed to Troop F of the 3th Cavalry. He remaincd in Cuba until April, 1902, 
when he returned to the United States, and since that time he has served in 
various brazches of the service, including the Ordnance Department, Coast.Artil- 
lery Corps with stations at Fort Eovward, Md.; Fort Slocun, N.Y.; Fort DeLesseps, 
C.Z., and in the Air Corps at France Field. Sergeant Franks was retired at this 
station on Se»tember 25, 1923. 

In both cases of retirement, the cood wishes of the Commanding Officer, 
officers and enlistec men of France Field accormanied them in their well earned 
retirement, anc in the orders published by the Commanding Officer, France Field, 
a statement was made to the effect that the services of these First Sergeants 
during the past thirty years set a mark at which the younger members of the ser- 
vice can well ain. 

-~--000--- 


INSTRUCTORS SCHOOL CONDUCTED AT KiLLY FIELD 


The Air Corps Training Center Flying Instructors School’ was recently in 
active session at Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas. The course started on 
October 3rd anc lasted a month. Captain John I, Moore was in charge and had as 
his instructor personnel Lieuts. Nelson, Tooher® “Carter, Walbridge and Warren 
R. Carter. <A total of 25 officers of the Air Corps from stations about the 
country took the course. 

The course at this school consists of one month's intensive training in ‘the 
advanced methods of flying training in all air maneuvers. $8 purpose is to in 
erease the efficiency and the coordination of all flying instruction given ai 
the Air Corps Flying Schools. 

The equipment used were PT-1, PT-3 and DH airplanes. The 40th School 
Squadron is charged with the maintenance of this equipment. 

---000--- 


LIEUT. CRUMRINE ASSIGNED TO 18th PURSUIT GROUP 


First Lisut. Clarence C..Crumrine, Air Corps, who was the advance man in 
Greenland for the Around-the-World Flight recently arrived for duty in the 
Hawaiian Department and was assigned to duty with the 18th Pursuit Group at 
Wheeler Field, Schofield Barracks, 7.3. 

Lieut. Crumrine is the third ‘officer connected with that epic achievement 
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to be assigned to Hawaii.- Cantain Lowell H. -Smith,- commander of the flight, is 
now stationed at Wheeler Field, and Lieut. RJ. Brown, whose organizing ability 
made the flight possible, is on duty as Assistant Air Officer of. the Hawaiian 
Devertment. 

cee aa 


LANDING A MACHINE GUN CREW WITH PARACHUTES 
Another demonstration of -the feasibility of landing ground troops with 


machine guns was given at Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, on the afternoon 
of October 19th. Cameraion made a record of the jumps for the news reels. One 


_ wan came down first from a single plane so.that the cameras could catch an in- 


dividual jump, and shortly afterwards five more men jumped from a five-ship for- 


- mation at a’3,000-ft. level. A Martin Bomber dropped the machine gun as soon as 


the crew landed, and it was set up and firing within three minutes. 
‘Enlisted men. making the pirachute jumps were; Staff Sgt. Wilbur Lage, 

Privates R.W. Stevens, Loreian Tolle, Theodore Miller, M.A. Lamparty and Fred H. 

Natierski. ses 

ae wa 


FAST FLIGHT FROM INDIA TO ENGLAND. 


According to a prominent London newspaner, the recent flight from India to 
England made by Captain C.D. Barnard and Flying Officer E.%. Alliott, in their 
Fokker airplanc, was the fastest ever made between theso two countries. Leaving 
Karachi, India, at dawn on Sunday, and making only four landings on the way, the 
airmen succecded in covering the distance of nearly 5,000 miles in 44 days. 

The landing was made in picturesque circumstances. The sun had set, the 
boundary lights of the airdrome at Croydon were flashing, the buildings were 
picked out in red lines which dirly rovealed crowds of neople standing on the 
roof of the airdrome hotel, and a powerful flood light showed a fan-shaned beam 
over the grass of the landing surface. 

At 8;50 p.m. the siren signalled that the machine had been sighted from 
the coutrol tower, and a moment later a faint hum disturbed the stillness, and 
the machine could be seen silhouetted against the faint purple of the evening 
sky. The plane circled around the airdrome, and then glided in, and - sharply 
picked out by the flood light like an actor on the stago - it made a perfect 
landing. 

It taxicd up to the airdrome buildings and, amid the cheers of the small 
crowd of spectators on the airdrome, Captain Barnard and Flying Officer Alliott 
stepped out. Colonel Ivor Edwards, representing the Air Ministry, received 
them, 

"Our first stace was from Karachi to Bushire on Sunday," Captain Barnard 
stated. "On Monday we took off with the intention of flying to Aleppo, but 
being delayed by head winds, we had to land in the desert on the way. We reach- 
ed Alexpo on Tuesday, and on Wednesday we flew on to Sofia. . 

"Today we have flown non-stop avout 1,400 miles by the route we chose. Our 
objece was to demonstrate the practicability of an organized air service with 
present day machines between India and Englard." 

The fastest previous flight between India and England was made by Mess 
Brock and Schlec, the American airmen, and by Mr. Bert Hinckler in an Prisseie nh 
light airplane. In both instances the time taken was seven days. By the fastest 
mail steamer the journey takcs three weeks. 

Fast flights to India have so far been dogssed by bad luck. The attempts 
made by Flight Lieut. Carr, of the Royal Air Force, failed on two occasions when 
he was forced to land on the way. 

The Fokker machine (the Princess Xenia) used by niga Barnard and his com- 
fanion, is a Datch-built monoplane with wood-covered wings. It has a British 
Bristol air-cooled engine. It was used by Captain MeTntosh in his attempt to fly 
the Atlantic from Ireland, and was also used in a projected non-stop flight to 
Ir lia, being forced dow in Poland. 

Captain Barnard is a well-known long-distance flyer, and many outstanding 
@chievements stand to his credit. Flying Officer Alliott was formerly a test 
pilot at the Royal Air Force exyerimeital establishmont at Martlesham Heath. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING A.C. OFFICERS 


Changes of Station; 

Upon corpletion of tour of duty in Hawaiian Dept.; Major Henry J.F. Miller 
and Lieut. Lewis A. Dayton to duty at Langley Field, Va. 

lst Lieuts. John M. McDonnell, Kelly Field, and Wallace E. Whitson, March 
Field, to duty in Philippines, sailing from San Francisco about Feb. 6, 1929, 

Upon commletion of tour of duty in Philippines, lst Lt. David G. Lingle to 
Wright Field, 0., and lst Lt. Elmer D. Perrin to Chanute Field, Ill. 

end Lieut. Charles G. Pearcy, to Srooks Field, Texas, upon completion of 
tour of duty in Panama Canal Department. 

ist Lieut. senjamin F. Griffin from Air Corps Tactical School, Langley Field, 
Va., to duty in Hawaiian Dept., sailing from New York about March 8, 1929. 

ist Lieut. Lawrence C. Craigie, crooks Field, to Panama Canal Dept., sailing 
from New York about February 21, 1929. 

Cantain Clearton H. Reynolds, from Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, to Selfridge 
Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich. 

Major Edwin .. Lyon from Office Chief of Air Corms, Washington, to Panama 
Canal Zone, sailing from New York about April 15, 1929. 

Lieut.-Col. Harry Graham from Wright Field, Dayton, 0., to Headquarters 3rd 
Corps d\rea, ~altimore, Md. 

lst Lt. Jesse A. Madarasz from duty as student, Advanced Flying School, Kelly 
Field, Texas, to Chanute Field, Rantoul, Ill. ‘ 

Captain Wa. 3. Mayer, Wright Field, to Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 

end Lt. Herbert W. Anderson, Fort Crockett, Texas, to Wright Field, 0. 

Captain Lawrence P. Hickey, upon completion tour of duty in Philippines, to 
duty with Air Corps Detachment, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 

lst Lieut. Harold L. Clark, Kelly Field, to Office Chief Air Corps. 
Transferred to the Air Corps; 

end Lieut. John G. Moore, Field Artillery, Oct. 20, 1928, rank June 12, 1924, 

end Lt. George V. Holloman, Inf., October 24, 1928, rank from June 30,1925, 

end Lt. James S. Stowell, Inf., October 20, 1920, rank from June 12, 1924. 

end Lt.-Glenn 0. Darcus, Cavalry, November 3, 1928, rank from June 30, 1925. 
Detailed ta Air Corps and to Srooks Field, Texas, March 1, 1929, for training: 

end Lieut. Thomas F. Trapolino, Cavalry. 

end Lieut. John M. Sterling, Field Artillery. 

end Lieut. Leon W. Johnson, Infantry. 
Relieved from Detail to Air Corns: 

Major George M. Peek to 5th Field Artillery, Fort Sragg, N.C. 
Promotions: 

Captain Oliver P. Echols to Major, with rank from November 2, 1928, 

lst Lieut. Harry A. Dinger to Captain, with rank from October 27, 1928. 

lst Lieut. Edwin F. Carey to Captain, with rank from October 27, 1928. 

lst Lieut. Merrick G. Estabrook to Captain with rank from October 30, 1928. 
Resignation: 

Cantain Edwin E. Aldrin 
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NOTES FROM AIR CORPS FIELDS 


> 
France Field, Panama Canal Zone, October 25th. 





Lésut. Pardoe Martin, who has been on detached service as Army Observer with 
the Marines in Micaragua, paid us a visit on October 19th. He flew down here in 
a Fokker tri-motored Transnort in company with some Marine officers and men who 
brought a flight of two Fokker Transports to Panama. The planes received minor 
repairs and the personnel were given a good time while here. The visitors took 
off for Managua on October 26th. 

Every afternoon between rains, you can see about 90% of the command on the 
baseball field participating in inter-squadron baseball games, and it is surpris- 
ing to note how many baseball enthusiasts there are on the post. Even a game 
made up: of "serybs" on a Sunday will-draw a crowd of two or three hundred specta- 
tors. \ ehoy 
Boxing also has its place in the athletics of this station, and the boxing 
‘officer has a whole platoon of "pugs" training every day for the Department Boxing 
Competition to be held at this station during the early part of December. 

Last but not least, in between the crack of the bat and the slam of the 
‘ boxing glove, you can hear the bang of the 45 pistol on the France Field target 
range, which indicates that the France Field pistol team is diligently practicing 
on the Standard American Target and making every effort to fit themselves to win 
the high places in the Department Commander's Anmal Small Arms Competition to be 
held at Fort Clayton on December 17, 1928. 

The team for the shoot this year will consist of lst Lieut. H.G. Crocker, 
Team Captain; :‘aster Set. Sigurd L. Sorenson, Master Sgt. Floyd 3. Haney, Master 
Sgt. Willard D. iucy, Staff Sgt. Leo Laquatra and Private Stephen Sislock. 

lst Lievts. Wm. EH. Dleakley and Edwin F. Carey recently reported for duty 
at this station. The former was assigned to duty with the 24th Pursuit Squadron 
and the latter to the 6éri Service Squadron. Lieut. Carey has, in addition to 
his other duties, been assigned to duty as Marine Transportation Officer. 

Master Sgt. Aurand, replacement for Master Sgt. "Pete" Biesiot, arrived at 
this station on the last transport and is now on duty in the Intelligence Office. 

Staff Sgts. Hamilton and Leonard, replacements for Staff Sgts. Brainard and 
Rush, arrived at this station and were assigned to the 7th Observation Squadron 
and 63rd Service Sovedron, respectively. 

Lieut. Cronau and family returned from the States on the last trans>»ort, 
having spent several months! vacation in the Eastern States. 

Good cigars come high! A lot of them, say about 50 or so, spells money, and 
when a fellow loses it hurts tis pocket. Lieut. "Charlie" Howard is the one who 
lost in the recent Alibi Contest. Recently when the L3-5 went into the ocean, the 
Judge asked him for his alibi. No doubt he hadn't had time to think up a good 
one , so he said: "Well, you see it was like this --- I looked down and the 
skipper was gone. You see I just missed the skipper," and the rest being unintel- 
ligible mtterings, the Judge said: "You're stuck." 


Camp Nichols, Rizal, P.I., October lst. 





Flight 3, 2nd Observation Squadron: Since the delivery of six new Douglas 
0-2E's, the status of aircraft in Flight "3" has shown a decided improvement. 
Formations are common, and every pilot wears a smile. 

Short-timers are beginning to sound off. Don't know whether the noise is 
really heartfelt or just force of habit. 

taff Sgt. George S. Dooley and Col. Harry I. Hall are reporting back to the 
States on transport scheduled to sail from Manila October 27th. 

Staff Sgt. Ray R. Willett finished another hitch September 13th. He just 
couldn't quit and is in for another three years. 

Headquarters 4th Composite Group: The acting First Sergeant, Sergeant 
Simmons, was appointed Air Mechanic, end Class, and placed on snecial duty with 
Flight "3". 

Sergeant Dolliver is doing guard this month and says it is just a holiday. 

Sergeant Fitzpatrick, Radio Operator, is waiting for the woather to clear 
so that he can leave for San Jose, Mindoro, where he will assist in the installa- 
tion of a new short wave radio set. 

The Inter-Regimental Dowling and Dasket 3all Leagues are now in full swing 
with the following results: Camp Nichols leads in bowling with 13 games won and 
one lost. In Basketball, six games were won and eight lost. Tennis and Taseball 
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are just in the formation stage. 
28th Dombardment Squadron; The death of Staff Sgt. Emil G. Schmolka on 





September llth at the Sternberg General Hospital was a great shock to his many 
friends. Sergegnt Schmolka died as the result of an airplane accident on August 
23, 1928, near Calumpit, P.I. Interment took place at Fort William McKinley on 
September 13, 1928. He leaves a widow. 

Sergeant George J. Parker was discharged on September 10, 1928, for the con- 
venience of the Government and is now Warchouse Superintendent of the Philippine 
Air Depot. 

Master Sgt. and Mrs. Kellems announce the arrival of a fine baby girl on 


August 31, 1928, at the Sternberg General Hospital, Manila. Sergeant Kellems 


sails on the October Transport, and will be stationed at crooks Field, Texas. 

First Lieuts. Corley P. McDarment, Charles 3. DeShields and Hez McClellan, 
having comleted their tour of foreign service, have been ordered to return ta 
the U.S. on the October transport. Their assignments are as follows: Licut. 
McDarment to lengley Field, Va.; Lieut. TeShields to Post Field, Fort Sill, 
Okla., and Lieut. McClellan to Mitchel Ficld, N.Y. 

The Squadron received with open arms five new moypatnne Sombers on August 
gend. Work was ee assembling them. 

6th Photo Section: The 6th Photo Section Training Progran is about cormmlet- 
ed. Instruction in ietaticbtinee, printing, enlarging and supply work has been 





_ given to the entire Section, which at the present time consists of sixteen men. 


In addition to the training work, the men of the section have been busy painting, 
repairing old equipment, and installing a new negative and photographic print 
filing system. 

Colonel !5x C. Tyler, Department Engineer, has found it necessary to hire 
five draftsmen to take care of the hundreds of nhotogranhic prints furnished that 
office for the Pataan Peninsular map. This map is being made in connection with 
the Philipnine Department progressive military progzan, 

The United States Coast and Geodetic Survey, Su:caucef Lands and Sureau of 
Forestry, have received the first shipment of photozraphic »rints of the 5,000 
square miles northcastern Iuzon mapning project. The photographs of this unex- 
plored area were made last May and June from the flying base of Aparri and 
Casiguran Jay. 

Staff Sgt. Patterson is returning to the States on the October boat. Photo 
Section Commanders needing an exvert camera repair man should mcet the boat at 
"Prise..." 

The whole Photo Section was “un in the air" last weck. The Douglas Transport 
was assigned to the Section for a few hours for the purnose of giving the dark 
room boys an opportunity of clearing their lungs of chemical fumes. 

The "Hypo Hounds" are still bragging about their victory +>. ° apt eng 
over the Sternberg Sasketball team, which the post team failed to defeat. 


Kindley Field, Fort Mills, P.I., Octooer lst. 








end Observation Squadron: The month of September has been one of rain, rain 


‘and yet more rain, with incipient typhoons keeping us on the alert. Flying acti- 
-vities have contimued, however, from our north hangar, away from the rippling(or 


raging) waters of the China Sea. 

A war condition period on the "rock" ushered in the month, and the nights 
were made hideous by "call to arms" at all sorts of ungodly hours. Landing partirs 
were repelled, however, and the peace came. 

Personnel here are considering applying for additional pay due to the hazards 
of necessary and frequent trips by automobile to topside, via Kindley Field road, 
and are glad of the comparative safety of an airplane, mile high. 

Those who have served here will recall the cliffs at the base of which our 
road.. winds, and won't be surprised at the tale of an avalanche. Some severa’. 
hundred tons of earth and boulders mark the place where the road was, and the land- 
Slide missed the Kindley Field bus by mimtes only. We are more or less marooned 
and will be for several weeks. Ice and provisions are received by boat and 
hoisted per dolley to waiting transportation. 

‘Lieut. and Mrs. Meloy and Mrs. Dunlap returned from China during the month 
and were greeted with the necessity of climbing Malinta Hill in the dark to reach 
home. Pouring rain speeded their tired feet. Vince reports that China is wonder- 
ful, but it's better to read about it. 
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Another returning officer was Captain L.C. White, Flight Surgeon, who 
came back commercially from a few days leave in the States. 

The sound of "gas" was cormion for a while last month. Lieuts. Dunlap, 
Watkins, Rouch and Davidson made daily afternoon trips to Topside to imbibe more 
learning, while Park Holland sat back in his easy chair and wished them well. 

He recollected that’ last year he had "volunteered" for the course. 


Clark Field, Carp Stotsenbturgs, P.I., October lst. 





erd Pursuit Squadron: The month of September saw Lieut. Oakley G. Kelly 
presented with the D.F.C., after several years of waiting. The Cavalry and Cam 
Nichols aided the 3rd Pursuit Squadron and General Lassiter made the presenta- 
tion. The ceremony was followed by an aerial review. Congratulations and 
"cumshaw" followed the review. 7 

. Lieut. and Mrs. Carr left for 3aguio for thirty days' detached service. 
Despite the fact that they came back six days early, they said they-enjoyed Cam 
John Hay immensely. 

Last but not least, our pride and joy, Lieut. Sill Irvine, stepped into 
trouble in a down wind take-off in formation when he hit a soft spot on the 
field. No injuries except to the ship. Two wings, half the landing gear and a 
pron suffered when he ended up on his back. 





Marshall Field, Fort-Riley, Kansas, November 16th, 








The 16th Observation morale is mounting higher with two more O-2H's and the 
promise of three more, which will make us one short of our full quota. We need 
every one of them, as our training schedule with the Cavalry and the dedication 
of airports keep all our available planes and pilots busy. 

We enjoy these missions, especially the cross-country to the various towns 
in the Corps Area for the purpose of Airport dedications. The recent dedica- 
tions have been Algoona, Iowa, in which three planes took part; Omaha, Nebraska, 
to which ali planes were sent, and Davenport, Iowa. At the conclusion of the 
last dedication two pilots were ferried to Dayton where two reconditioned O2-H's 
were turned over to then. 

. Captain Gates and Lieut. Duncan nroceeded to Chicago following the dedica- 
tion of the airport at Davemort and returned Nov. 15th. 

Major Robert Z.M. Goolrick, Commanding Officer, went to Washington to at- 
tend his mother who is ill. 

The Squadron played a large part on the program of the cayture of Chaldron 
Farm, enacted by the men of this command on October 27th. Two ships from 
Leavenworth also took part in the program, ' 

The Squadron has taken a lively interest in bowling this season, and both 
officers and enlisted men have now a large share of tournaments played with other 
organizations. 

We have a good Tasketball team with which we expect to win the pennant. 

Lieut. 3.C. Rosc just arrived at this station from the Advonced Flying 


School at Nelly Field. 


Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Ala., October 24th. 





A large grou» of Confederate Veterans were housed at this field during the 
recent State Reunion of the Alabam Division, at Montgomery, Ala. These Veterans 
have been comparing the arms used by them during the war between the States wit 
the modern implements - airplanes, bombs and machine guns. 

Being centrally located in the South, Maxwell Field has become a very in- 
portant link in the Military-Naval airway system, and consequently has the vleas- 
ure of entertaining many people of prominence, traveling by air, both military 
and civilians. 

During the last few months the following were visitors: Former Assistauit 
Secretary of War, Mr. Hanford MacNider; Costes and Le3rix, the French Trans- 
Atlantic Good Will Fliers; Will Rogers, the Immorist; the tri-motor Old Gold 
Advertising plane; Genera] James E. Fechet, Chief of the Air Corps; Assistant 
Secretary of War, F. Trubee Davison; Mr. Hawks of the Texas Oil Company; the 
Chilean Ambassador, Don Carlos Davila; Mr. Applegate in a British D.H. Moth 
plane; Mr. R.H. Fleet, connected with the Consolidated Aircraft Company of 
Suffalo, N.Y.; a flight of 26 planes from the Attack Group at Galveston; a flight 
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of five Marine Corps planes under the comsand of Major Imutz; OO planes comprising 


the Demonstration Group under cormandc of Srig. General 3.D. Foulois; and a flizht 


of 14 Army combing planes enroute to the races in Los Angeles. 

In accaition to the notables, there is a constant stream of air officers, 
Army, Navy and Marines, who make Maxwell Field a port of call. 

The Air Corns at this station is constantly in receipt of communications re- 
garding enlistments where vacancies are not available. For this reason Maxwell 
Field has within the last year been able to ick the very choicest material for 
its personnel. Unquestionably with the exnansion of the Air Corns under the five 
year program, Maxwell Field is destinef to be one of the most imortant air »yosts 
in the country. 


Roclovell Field, Coronado, Calif., November 3rd. 





During; the past few weeks Rockwell Field was honored by visits from numerous 
high ranking officers of the Army. Major-General Frank 5. Cheatham, the Quarter- 
master General, visited this station October 3lst in connection with the new con- 
struction program for Rockwell Field. Sric.-General =.D. Foulois, Assistant 
Chief of Sir Corps, accormanied by Cantain Hunter, arrived by plane from Tucson, 
Ariz., on October eSth. After a thorough ins»vection of Rockwell. Field and its 
activities, General Foulois denarted for March Field the following day, accon- 
paniec by an escort of nine P™-9 nlanes from this station. On October 16th Ori¢.- 
General Frank Parker, Assistant Chief of Staff, »aid us a visit. 

lst Lieut. F.>. Valentine recently arrivec here for duty after a tour of 
duty at Vest Point. He was assisned to the llth TCombardment Squadron and, in 
addition, is »erforming the duties of i'ost Athletic Officer. 

Lieut. John K. Nissley is another recent arrival at this station from Langley 
Field, Va. He was also assigned to the 1lth Bombardment Squadron and avnnointed 
Police and Yrison Officer and Assistant to rost Quartermaster. 

Major J.H. Houghton, Chief Engineer Officer of the Rockwell Air Depot, and 
lst Lieut. C.P. Kane, Denot Supnly Officer, returned to this station October 2drd 
after attending the annual Ungineering-Supply Conference at Wright Field, Ohio. 

Mr. M.H. Hunter, Amrmaition Foreman, 9th Corps Area, arrived recently for the 
purpose of making a general inspection of the ammunition storage conditions here. 

The Officers! Club, Rockwell Field, entertained at a Hallow'een Costume 
Dance on the evening of October 27th. The Club was attractively decorated with 
bales of hay, nunmkins, corn stalks and serpentine. Refreshments consisted of 
apple cider and pumpkin pic. Costumes representing everything from shower baths 
to automobile tires were in evidence. Captain "Red" Slack, as a French maid, 
pushing Lieut. H.2. Uaxter in a baby carriage, took the honors. Lieut. caxter 
was appropriately dressed as an infant. Officers from Carm Hearn, Fort iosecrans 
and the Air Corps fields in this vicinity were invited. Several smart dinner 
parties preceded the dance. 

Lieut. C.P. Kane, Depot Supply Officer, was host recently to the Depot 
Supply Office personnel, entertaining at a bridge party at his home in San Diego, 
A very enjoyable evenin= was had by all. 


Srooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, October 25th. 





Night flying for the Cadet class of July lst started on the night of October 
22nd. <All of the ships used are PT-1's and PT-3's from "A" stage. Flying will 
contime until the students have successfully completed the night-flying course. 

Twenty-five nlanes left the field enroute to Marfa, Texas on Oct. 29th, the 
purpose being to train student officers and cadets in cross-country flying. The 
flight was led by Licuts. Waller, Spry and Camblin and was made up of three stu- 
dent officers and 19 Cadets. The student officers were Lieuts. Henry, Kirby and 
Willis, of the March, 19238, Class. 

Captain Mileau and lst Lt. Flannery flew to Dilley, Texas, October 24th and 
returned same day. 

Lieut. E.J. Roberts, Jr., accompanied by mechanic, flew cross-country to New 
Orleans on October 23rd. 

Captains Knight, White and Snell, and Lieuts. Cook, Holland and Langmead 
flew cross-country to Eagle Pass, Texas, Tuesday, October 23rd, returning same doy 

Eleven planes flew to Galveston Oct. 24th for the purpose of training studeai 
officers and cadets in cross-country flying. The following students piloted the 
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ships: Licuts. McNaughton and Simonton, Cadets Lee, Matheny, Neale, Slingerland, 
‘Vance, Sutherland, Starrett and Warner. Lieut. A.L. Harvey was the cormanding 
officer of the flicht. 

lst Lieuts. Robin A. Day and L.L. Koontz left for Mitchel Field %ctober 17}, 
to ferry two DH4-Me-P planes to Kelly Ficld. 

lst Lieut. Max F. Schneider left for Middletown Air Depot October 17th to 
ferry a. DH4M-2K to Kelly Field. 

end Lieuts. William E. Saker and Richard D. Reeve left the San Antonio Air 
Depot, Duncan Field, October. 20th, ferrying two PT-1 planes to Pittsburgh Air- 
port, Pa. Staff Sgt. Franklin K. Deal, Jr., traveled as passenger with Lieut. 
Saker. 

Master Sgt. Homer J. Fage, 62d Service Sqdn., was detailed as Post Sergeant 
Major during the temporary absence of Staff Set. Franklin K. Deal, Jr. 

lst Lieut. Claude E. Duncan and 2nd Lieut. L.F. Hudson left crooks Field en 
route to Post Field, Okla., via rail to ferry two 0-2 airplanes to Kelly Field. 

Sergeant John "Spud" Murphy, 5lst School Squadron, is being discharged for 
the convenience of the government so that he may reenlist for a tour of duty in 
the Philippines. This will make Sgt. Murnhy's second trip to the Islands. The 
country seems to appeal to him - reason unknown. 

On October 2lst Srooks Field won another football game. The Maroons, vhose 
ranks boasted several all-American grid selections and former West Point stars, 
defeated the Texas State amateur champion collegiates by a 20-0 score at League 
Park field. The game was featured by sensational nlays by the srooks Field 
backfield. "Red" Fuelling, subbing for Meehan at richt half, started the third 
quarter by reaching high into the air, intercenting a Collegiate pass, and 
racing 65 yards for the second counter. Landon, Maroon left half, made the 
last touchdown by a 55-yard broken field dash. Landon suffered a badly twisted 
ankle in the first quarter but persuaded Coach Simonton to send him back into 
the game in the final period, and less than five minutes had elapsed when he 
shook five Collegiate players and ran limping down the field with the ball, 
covering the last 20 yards alnxost at a dog trot, due to the intense pain in 
his ankle. 

"Light Horse" Harry Wilson played the second quarter for the Maroons and 
thrilled the crowd with two great end runs to nave the way for Deford to go 
over with the initial touchdowm. Wilson amassed a total of 110 yards, from 
scrimmage the short while he was in the game, 55 yards of this being on passes 
from DeFord. : 

The entire Srooks Field team played stellar football throughout the game. 
DeFord starred with his consistent passing and punting. Harrington and Hughes 
in the backfield gained many yards by a series of deceptive »lays. The line 
held in great shape, and stopped the Collegiates in their tracks most of the 
time. xUoggs, Hassell, Murray and Garrett played well for the Collegiates. 


Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas, November 7th. 


srig.-General Benjamin D. Foulois;: Asst. Chief of Air Corps, and Capi. F. 
O'D. Hunter, stopped over at Kelly Field on October 2ath and 25th enroute to 
March Field, Calif. They took off on the morning of October 26th. 

On October 24th a dance to the graduating class was. given by the officers 
of Kelly Field in the Aviation Club. Dancing wes from 9 to le, and a very 
large crowd was in attendance. 

Mc. Hansen of the District Supervisor's Office, Aeronautics Sranch, Devart- 
ment of Cormerce, Dallas, spent Oct. 24th and 25th at Kelly Field examining all 
apolicants for Ucmmercial Transport Pilots License. About 5& apnlicants passed 
the test, including not only the graduates of the last class but several per- 
manent Air Corps officers. : 

Lieut. Robert Finley left for Chamute Field, I1l.,. on November 5th, having 
been ordered to that station for duty. 

Lieut. D.H. Dunton returned October 27th from an’ ‘extended cross-country 
trip throughout the north and east, 

Lieut. John S. Griffith reported for duty October 17th from the Hawaiian 
Islands and was assigned as Assistant Operations Officer. . 

Three Pl's, piloted by Lieuts. Gaffney, Griffith and BSpovright and five A-3's 
piloted by Major Tinker, Lts. Thompson, Finley, Olds and Carlson, and with Major 
Strauss, Capt. Jervey, Lts. Meyers, Evans and Cassiday as passengers, spent Oct. 
20th in Denison, Texas, at the opening there of tne new Municipal Airport. 
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Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif., October 5th. 





Major G. C. Brant, pilot, with Colonel F.L. Dengler, Coast Artillery, as 
passenger, and 2nd Lieut. Wentworth Goss, pilot, with Mr. George Hearst of the 
San Francisco Examiner as passenger, left the field recently for Capitola, 
Calif., to witness the anti-aircraft firing of the 63rd Coast Artillery, (A.A.) 

lst Lieut. Edwin B. Bobzien, pilot, with Master Sgt. Wm. L. Klutz as 
photographer, left Sept. 26th for Merced, Calif., using this place as a base 
for mapping Tuolumne Meadows in Yosemite. 

lst Lieut. E.E. Moulton, Air Reserve, pilot, with Staff Sgt. LeRoy as pas- 
senger, proceeded to Strathmore, Calif., on Sept. Sth to participate in the 
dedication of that city's airport. 

Major Henry B. Clagett, Air Officer, 9th Corps Area, left Sept. 5th ina 
Douglas Transport for Mines Field, Los Angeles, Calif. in connection with the 
National Air Races held at that field. He had with him Master Sgt. Chester 
W. Kolinski, relief pilot, and Captain A.W. Brock, Jr., who acted as Overations 
Officer during the Air Mect. 

Major G.C. Brant, Liexzts. Edwin B. Bobzien, Carlton F. Bond and Wentworth 
Goss, 4.C., and Lieuts. Frank H. Barber and Orie W. Coyle, Air Reserve, left 
the field Sept. 7th for Mines Field, Calif., to attend the National Air Races. 
They were followed on the 8th by Lieut. R.J. Little, Air Reserve, and on the 
12th by Lieuts. L.A. Walthall and Paul C. Wilkins. 

During the entire month of September 2nd Licut. Harold F. Brown was engaged 
in cooperative work with the 63rd Coast Artillery (AA) in summer camp at Camp 
McQuade, Capitola, Calif. 

lst Lieut. Frank H. Barber, Air Reserve, pilot, with 2nd Lieut. Rogers A. 
Gardner, A.C., as observer, ferried an O2-H airplane to Capitola, Calif., to 
replace the DH plane which had been used by Lieut. Brown in cooperative work 
with the 63rd C.A. (AA). ‘This plane was flown back to Crissy Field and, with 
another DH, a photo planc, transferred to March Field, Calif. lLieuts. Barber 
and Joseph R. Hargrove, Air Reserve, flew them to March Field. 

lst: Lieut. Frank D. Hackett, pilot, with lst Lieut. Howard M. Fey, obser- 
ver, left Sept. 18th for the purpose of checking strip map No. 40, San Francisco- 
Los Angeles. On the 20th, Lieut. Hackett and Major Delos C. Emmons, of the 
Office of the Assistant Secretary of War, proceeded to Visalia and Sacramento, 
Calif., for the purpose of inspecting airports thereat. On the same day, Capt. 
Wm. C. Ocker, pilot, with Master Sgt. Gravlin, proceeded to Lake Port and Clear 
Lake, Calif., to inspect. landing fields thereat. 

Lieut. Carlton F. Bond transported Lieut. H.L. George, of Langley Field, Va., 
to Reno, Nevada, for the purpose of inspecting the landing field thereat. 

Sixteer. »fficers of the Medical Reserve Corps were given an extended ride 
in a Douglas Transport, piloted by Master Sgt. Chester W. Kolinski. 

On Sept. 28th, Capt. Floyd N. Shumaker, pilot, with Staff Sgt. Charles 
Fields, as radio operator, engaged in cooperative work with the end Battalion, 
76th Field Artillery, Presidio of Monterey, Calif. 

Capt. Floyd N. Shumaker, leading a formation of seven PT's, left on Sept. 
llth for Mines Field, Los Angeles. Those comprising the formation were Capts. 
Chapman and McDonald, Lieuts. Galehouse, Eddy, Vines, Cavagnaro, Flynn,Gilbert, 
Hoey and Ames, all of the Air Reserve. On the return trip two of the planes 
were forced down and wrecked in the landing. One, piloted by Lieut. Flynn, at 
Tulare, and the other, piloted by Lieut. Vines, near Clover Field, Calif. 
Pilots and passengers escaped with minor injuries. Capt. Wm. C. Ocker, A.C., 
was dispatched to Tulare to investigate the wreck, the investigation of the 
other wreck being conducted by Clover Field personnel. 

Capt. Floyd N. Shumaker, A.C. with 2nd Licut. Harold F. Brown, A.C., pro- 
ceeded to Colusa, Calif., to participate in the dedication of that city's air- 
port, which took place on Sevot. 25th. 


Iuke Field, T.H., October 15th. 





The tinsihor of Air Corps men applying for extensions of their tour of 
foreign service at Iuke Field during the past few months has been highly grati- 
fying to their officers, according to Lieut. James C. Shively, Personnel 
Adjutant of the Fifth Composite Group. Applications for discharge by purchase 


have become an almost unknown thing here also, it was said. During the past 
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month five men of the 23rd Bombardment Squadron, two from the 65th Service Squad- 
ron and one from the 72nd Bombardment Squadron applied for extensions. 

Iuke Field will have the largest Post School this year in its history, ac- 
cording to. Lieut. Clarence B. Lober, Educational Officer. It was said that up 
to the present time 155 men enrolled for the various courses. The largest course 
for the year will be the one in Aero Mechanics, more than 50 men having requested 
this course in particular. Courses in primary and advanced education have also 
been included in the curriculum. 

Second Lieut. Carl 3. McDaniel, engineering officer of the 72nd Bombardment 
Squadron, reccived the order authorizing his silver bars during September. First 
Lieut. McDaniel now ranks from September 14th. He accepted and took the oath on 
September 2lst. At the time his promotion was received, Lieut. McDaniel was high- 
ly praised by his commanding officer, who commended him on an enviable record both 
as a flier and an engineering officer. 

Captain Harry C. Drayton, commanding officer of - the 7ond Bombardment Squad- 
ron, was elected Post Commander of the American Legion, Fox-Cornet Post No. 9, at. 
the regular September meeting, and took the oath during October. Captain Drayton 
is also one of the executive committeemen for the Department of Hawaii. 

The month of September saw the squadrons of the 5th Commosite Group busy 
with a number of inter-island hops, the first one being an emergency trip to Hilo, 
Hawaii, to carry doctors and medicine for a serious case of pneumonia. The planes 
left Iukxe Field on September 13th and returned the following day. 

Drs. Nils Larsen and Paul Withington, Honolulu physicians, were ferried from 
Iuke Field to Hilo and return, after the Commanding General of the Department had 
authorized the trip. Walter Eiclund, manager in Hawaii for a local concern, had 
been reported ill, and the aid of the Air Corps was asked by his employers. Both 
Honolulu newspapers gave the trip considerable publicity, each comzenting editor- 
ially on the readiness of the Army to be of assistance in humane pursuits as well 
as combat. Once of the papers quoted a prominent Honolulu man as giving entire 
credit to the Air Corps for saving Hxlund's life. This flight was handled by the | 
7end Bombardment Squadron, Lieuts. Carl 3. McDaniel and Clyde A. Kuntz, pilots. 

Seven Martin bombers and five of the new Locning .imphibian planes made a 
three-day flight to Kauai, September 25-27, for the purpose of personnel training 
and photographic work. <A careful study was made-of the flying conditions both. 
over the channel and landing fields available on Kauai. <All possible fields were 
photographed. 

Upon their return to Iuke Fiold the same ships were immediately placed in 
condition for a trip to Hawaii. This flight also occupied three days, October 
2-4, and resulted in considerable benefit to those making the trip. Mr. G.E. 
Douglas, Assistant Superintendent of National Parks for the Territory of Hawaii, 
was a passenger on the trip. 

Sergeant Clintou W. Terry, Air Corps, was killed on October lst when a 
Keystone Somber in which he was a passenger. and piloted by Captain Harry C. 
Drayton, crashed at Haleiwa Beach, Oahu. Terry, who was a member of the Head- 
quarters Detachment, had been spending a few days at the summer camp near there 
and was returning to Iuke Field to resume his duties as stenographer to the Com- 
manding Officer of the Sth Composite Group vhen the fatal accident occurred. 

None of the other occupants of the ship was injured. 

Sergeant. Terry was 26 yeagB old and a native of Singhampton, N.Y. He was 
serving on his second enlistment, having joined the service in 1924. In the 
short time that he had been on duty with the Air Corps his loyalty and personal- 
ity had won for him the respect and admiration of both officers and men of the 
command. 

The harmonious relationship existing between the Naval Air Service and the 
Army Air Corps was further demonstrated during the past month in connection with 
the inter-island flight to Kauai. The Naval Air Station furnished escort planes 
for the Army to mid-channel, and the Navy tug "Pelican" kept a constant patrol 
of the waters between the islands. Their assistance in this respect added a 
considerable margin of safety to the flights, according to the officers flyiug 
them. 
Six enlisted men stationed at Iuke Field successfully passed the prelimin- 
ary examination for entrance to West Point Preparatory School, and are now at- 
tending the courses at Schofield Barracks. The young Air Corps men who are 
training for commissions are: Privates Ira Bashein, Duval L. Crist, Edward 
Flanick, Gordon Harris and Lyle F. Johnson of the 65th Service Squadron, and 
John se ion of the 23rd Dombardment Squadron. 
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San Antonio Air Denot, Duncan Field, Texas, November 14th. 





An exciting fishin: trin vas had on the week end of November 3-4, when Gen. 
F.P. Lahm, Commanding General of the Air Corps Training Center, and Lieut. Norman 
D. ~rophy, the Adjutant of the Depot, wont tarnon fishing on the Gulf, off Port 
Aransas, Texas. Tarnon was the prey sought - what was actually hooked was a 17- 
foot shark, the largest ever seen in Southern waters. However, after a desperate 
and long-fought battle, towing the 40-foot boat at breakmeck sneed, the shark was 
victorious, snapping the three-quarter inch chain that held him and departing for 
parts unknown. This anpnears to be the biggest true story of recent times in this 
vicinity on the old familiar subject - "You ousht to see the one that cot away!" 

On Nov. leth and 13th this Denot was accorded the pleasure of a visit from 
Major Jacob &. Fickel, Executive Officer and at present Acting Chief of the Air 
Corps Materiel Division, on his return from the West Coast, piloting one of the 
new 02-K »lanes to Wright Field. 

We were glad to receive a visit Nov. 13th from Major E.S. Martin, Chief of 
the Field Service Section, Materiel Division, who is making a visit of inspection 
of dir Corns activitics in this vicinity regarding sunaly anu maintenance mtters. 

The Engineering Dept. of this Depot overhauled and repaired during October - 
Airplanes,- 6 PL-1,1 PI-3, 2 AT-4, 1 DE-4M1, 2 DE-4M1T, 2 DH-iM2, 1 DH-4MeP, 
1 DHsMeT, 1 Ol-3, 1 02-C, 3 o2-H, 1 C-1, 1 C-1-C, 24-3, 1 NOS-4, 1 XA-1, 2 
VE-9, 1 WS-5, total 30; Engines,- 30 Liberty, 23 Wright-E, 6 Wright E-3, 2 Wright 
E-4, 1 Wright J-5, 10 Curtiss D-12, total 72. 

Caytain C.W. Ford, of Hqrs. First Corps Area, Soston, Mass., and Lieut. J.A. 
Wilson, on duty at the 3oston Airport, East Soston, were welcome visitors here 
Noveraber Sth to 7th, coming by rail to ferry two PT-1's back to Toston Airport. 
Lieut. Wilson renewed old acquaintances at the Denvot, having been on duty here 
some six years ago. 

Second Lieut. William D. Herring, Air Reserve, of Amarillo, Texas, completed 
Nov. 6th oO days' instruction and training on inactive status at this Depot. 

Captain $.J. Idzorek and Lieut. H.M. Newstrom, of Fort Crockett, paid us an 
informal visit by air on November Sth. 

Lieut. 2.V. Ignico, our Depot Supply Officer, and Lieut. A.W. Vanaman, Chief 
Engineer Officer of the Denot, made a cross-country trip to Fort Crockett on 
Nov. &th for a conference with the Commanding Officer of that station on sunply 
and maintenance matters, returning on the 9th. : 

Lieut. H.A. Sartron, Depot Suxoly Officer of the Fairfield Air Depot, was a 
visitor at our Devot Nov. 9th in course of a trip, fcrrying a >slane to Kelly 
Field. 

Lieuts. R.V. Ignico and A.S. Albro returned on October 2lst and 20th, respee 
tively, from attending the anmal Engineering and Supply Conference at the Head- 
quarters of the Air Corps Materiel Division, Wright Field, reporting an interest- 
ing session of the conference. 

Captain George R. Geensllen, Air Corps Reserve, of San Antonio, completed a 
fourteen days' tour of active duty training at this Depot on October dOth. 

Lieut. L.D. Fator, Air Reserve, on duty at Post Field, Fort Sill, Okla., 
was a visitor at this Depot on November 2nd, bringing in an Q@-2H for work thereon, 

On November 3rd Lieut.-Colonel Ira F. Fravel, A.C., Commanding Officer of 
the Middletown Air Depot, and now on temporary duty at the Air Corps Advanced 
Flying School, Kelly Field, called at this Depot for a pleasant informal visit. 
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